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inexlicable how this got into the original
Act. Notwithstanding that the law

stated tile Titles Office could not correct
palpable mistakes until they had existed
for twenty years, the Titles Office dis-
regarded the provision and had been
correcting the errors far some years pa-st.
To allow the mistakes to accumulate for
20 years would land the office in chaos.
This amendment did not affect anyone's
ownership or title, but merely rectified
mistakes in boundaries and so forth.

Amendment put and passed.
Preamble, Title--agreed to.
Ilox. W. MA LEY moved that progress

be reported, as one absent member had
an amendment to move.

Motion (progress) put and negatived.
Bill reported with amendments, and

the report adopted.

ADMINISTRATION (PRoBATh) BILL.
Received fromn the Legislative As-

sembly, and, on motion by RON. M. L.
Moss (Minister), read a, first time.

PUBLIC NOTARIES BILL.
Received from the Legislative As-

sembly, and, on motion by RON. M. T1.
Moss (Minister), read a first time.

EXPLOSIVES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
A. Jameson), in moving the second read-

ing said: This is a short Bill amending
the Explosives Act of 1895. The great

increase of work throughout this State in
regard to explosives, particularly on the

Sgoldfields, has rendered it necessary to
appoint, under the present inspectors,
local sub-inspectors, to obviate the neces-
sity for the constant travelling of the
former over wide areas. The principal
Act contains no such power, and the
Government propose to amend it in that
direction. Clause 2 provides :-" The
Government may from time to time
appoint and remove sub-inspectors of
explosives and may assign to them their
duties.", Under Clanse 4, power is given
to inspectors and sub-inspectors under
this Bill to attend inquests on the bodies
of persons whose death may have been
caused by the explosion of any explosive.
This provision simply follows the Im-
perial Explosives Act of 1875. A farther

amendment proposed by this Bill is a
revision of th e fee chargeable for licenses.
It is proposed to substitute for the
schedule tot the principal Act the schedule
to this Bill. The amendments proposed,
being almost of a purely technical nature,
do not I think afford. much scope for dis-
cussion. I hope members will support
the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a, second time.

ADJOURNMENT.
On motion by THE MINISTER Fon.

LANDS, the House adjourned until Tues-
day, 2nd September.

iLegizlatibc Azztmblp ,
Wedneedayj, 20th August, 1902.

Papers presented-Question; Land in large Estates,
Compulsory Improvsmeats-Question: Lighthouse,
cape NatUraliste-Qu~estion; -. Coolgardie Water

ShmCoasumptlun-Question: .59 Sophocles,
Devatin fom Pat-qeston:Cironit Courts-

Tbird readings: Administration (probate) Amend-
meat Bill, Public Notaries Bill-Leave of Absence-
First Readings; Collie to Collie-Boulder Railway
Bill. Railway and Theatre Refreshment Rooms
Licensing Act Amendment BiUl-Psapers ordered:
Govercnent Inspector of Midland Railway-Esper-
saco to Eastern Goldfields Railway: Motion, to
Construt Amendment, inquiry by Commission-
First Reaing: Pharmacy mnd Poisons Act Amend-
meat Bill, Friendly Societies Act Amendment Bill
-Adjournment.

THEg SPEAKER took the Chair at
4130 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By tho PREMIER: Criminal prosecu-

tions of Newspaper Proprietors (libel),
moved for by Mr. Nanson.

By the TREASURER: Railway Main-
tenance Stores, particulars of value,
moved for by Mr. Beside.

Order: To lie on the table.

Explovives Bill. [20 AUGUST, 1902.]
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QUESTION-LAND IN LARGE ESTATES,
COMPULSORY IMPROVEMENTS.

MR. P. STONE asked the Premier:
Whether the Government intend to in-
troduce a Bill this session having for its
object the compelling of the owners of
large estates to carry out improvement
conditions similar to those provided by
the Land Act.

THaE PREMIER replied: The matter
is receiving consideration.

QUESTION-LIGH1THOIISE, CAPE
NATURALISTE.

Ma. H, J. YELVERtTON asked the
Minister for Works: t, Whether the site
for the proposed lighthouse at Cape
Naturaliste has yet been fixed. z, If an
endeavour had been made to find suitable
stone for the structure in the neighbour-
hood of such site. 3, When will tenders
be called for the erection of the light-
house.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied:. r, Yes. z, Suitable stone is
obtainable at the site. 3, Plans and
specifications will shortly he ready.

QUESTION-COOLGARDIE WATER
SCHEME, CONSUMPTION.

Mn., JACOBY, for Mr. Moran, asked
the Minister for Works: What steps he
had taken to verify the figures given him
by the Kalgoorlie Chamber of Mines in
connection with the probable consumption
of water fromn the Coolgardie. Water
Scheme.

THE; MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The figures given by the Kal-
goorlie Chamber of Mines are not
doubted, but, with the assistance sup-
plied by those figures, the department
is making additionial inquiries and com-
putations.

QUESTION -Sxs. SOPHOCLES, DEVIA-
TION FROM A PORT.

MR. G. TAYLOR, for Mr. A. Y.
Hlassell, asked the Premier: i, What
amount was paid to the agents of the
s.s. Sophocles for deviating from Albany
to Premantle. 2,Whether the sum paid
comes from Imperial or local funds.

THE PREMIER replied: r, £,146 l2s.
7d. 2, Local funds.

QUESTION -CIRCUIT COURTS.
MR. P. STONE asked the Attorney

General:- i, When the Government pro-
pose to establish Circuit Courts in other
districts than Kalgoorlie. 2, In what
Magisterial Districts the Government in-
tend to establish Circuit Courts. 3j, How
often the Circuit Courts Judge will visit
the districts where the Circuit Courts are
established.

Tiau ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
tand z, The question. of establishing Cir-

cuit Courts in other districts than Kal-
goorlie is being considered. At present I
am inclined to watch the working of the
Court at Kalgoorlie before establishing
adlditional Courts. 3, The Court must
sit ouce a quarter.

ADMINISTRATION (PRoBAT:0) AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

PUBLIC NOTARIES BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by the PituxixR, leave of

ab.sence for one fortnight granted to the
mnember for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins). on
the ground of illness; and on motion by
Mr. Jicony, leave to the member for
West 'Kimberley (Mr. Pigott), on the
ground of urgent private business.

COLLIE To COLLIEI-BOULDER RAILWAY
BILL.

Introduced by the MYnuSER FOR

Woxxs, and read a first time.

RAILWAY AND THEATRE REFRESH-
MENT ROOMS LICENSING ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the MINISTER FOR

Woxs, and read a first time.

P.APERS-GO'VERNM'ENT INSPECTOR
OF MIDLAND RAILWAY.

On muotion by Dr. O'CoNNoR (Moore),
ordered: That all1 papers in connection
with the a~ppointmtent of Mr. James
Foster Smith to be Government Inspector
of Midland Railway, and also the charges
and objections raised by Midland and

[ASSEMBLY.] Billa, ate.
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Government railway officials to
appointment, be laid on the table.

his

ESPERANCE TO EASTERN GOLDFIELDS
RAILWAY.

MOTION, TO CONSTRUCT.
AMS9NDMENT, INQUIRY BlY COMMISSION.

MR. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas) moved:
That, in the opinion of this House, a railway

connecting Esperance Bay with the Eastern
goldfields would be of benefit to the State as
a whole, and should be started at the earliest
possible moment.
He said: I am fully aware that this is
somewhat of a big subject to tackle, but
it has never been discussed before on the
floor of this House. Motions have been
brought forward in the House, and also
Bills; motions for the construction of a
line from Esperance Bay to Norseman,
and Bills for the construction of a line
from Coolgardie. to Norseman. Most of
the discussion has been centred upon the
position and prospects of the Norseman
Goldfield, and the broad issue has not
been dealt with fully. I am not going to
say, as has been said by a good many
others in previous debates this Session-
myself amongst the number-that I
intend to be brief. I have a certain
amount of work to get through in con-
nection with this matter, to put every
phase of the question as clearly as I
possibly can before members, and the
only thing I can do is to promise to
make my statements as brief as pos-
sible and to conclude mny. speech as
early as possible. I do not intend to
make any set speech, or to treat on
the matter from a general standpoint.
I prefer rather to deal with it in a con-
versational way, and to take what, to my
mind, are every single point for considera-
tion in regard to the proposed railway.
I purpose to deal with the following
points for consideration:- s, Will the
line pay? (a.) What resources will it
open up? (b.) Will it open up auriferous
country? (c.) Will it traverse any
country suitable for agricultural or pas-
toral purposes? (di) Will it open up a
supply of firewood ? (e.) What will be
the cost of the line ? 2, Will it benefit
the Eastern Goldfields? 3, Will it render
the present line unpayable? 4, Is the
Norseman-Esperance district worthy of
consideration? 5, Is there a natural
harbour at Esperance? 6, Will a large

expenditure be necessary on the harbourP
7, Whether in a young and very large
State a policy of decentralisation is to be
preferred to one of centralisation? 8,
Will it tend to increase the population
of the State ? 9, Will it materially
injure Perth and Fremantle? so, Is
a loan justified for this purpose F I
tbink the House will agree with me that
these points cover thewbhole of the ground
in connection with the proposed railway;
and if it be proved that. these points can
be answered in the affirmative as far as
the benefit of the State is concerned, I
think every member in this Rouse will
then be prepared to support the construe-
tion of this line, apart from any parochial
interest. It will be my duty to see if I
can make bion, members believe my own
view of the case in regard to these various
points. The resources which this railway
would open up are the Norseman gold-
field and the intervening country, the
farming and pastoral districts between
Norseman and Esperance Bay, and inci-
dentally the salt industry at Esperance
Bay. In regard to that, I may say that
near Esperance Bay there is what is
known as the Pink Lake, which contains
a practically inexhaustible supply of salt.
During my last visit to Esperance I took
samples of the salt and brought them to
Perth, and by the kindness of the Minister
for Mines I was enabled to get an analy-
sis made by Mr. Simpson, the Govern-
ment Analyst. The result of that analysis
was interesting. Three samples were
taken; butchers' salt, fine, and extra, fine.
I will simply read to the House the result
of the analysis of the butchers' coarse, as
being the salt taken from the lake:-

Butchers' Coarse.

Sodium chloride ...
Magnesiuma chloride
Magnesiuml sulphate
Calciumn carbonate
Silica .. ..
Moisture.. ..

...9979
- .. trace

- 03
- - 04

.. .-03

100-00

Mr. Simpson adds: "These samples con-
tamn only, from 10 to 12 per cent. of
mineral impurity, and are therefore equal
to the very best brands of salt made in
Europe." I simply mention this in
passing, because I claim that with the
opening of the Esperance harbour we
would have largely decreased charges for
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freight, iadthe salt industry itself would
become a considerable item in the future
prosperity of Esperance. As regards the
auriferous country this line would open
up, the proposed line would pass through
Hurbanks, Londonderry, Widgeinoultha,
Brookman's Exploration Syndicate area,
of 1,200 acres. Norseman, the Peninsula,
flundas, Fitzgerald Peaks, Parker's
Range, and Ravenethorpe. From Widge-
inoultha towards the Eastern Goldfields,
the route would be a question for future
discussion. For myself, and I think
every goldields member is with me in
this, if the railway is going to be con-
structed, we advocate its construction
because it will benefit the State, because
it will benefit the chief industry of the
State, the gold-mining industry; and we
care not whether this railway will junction
with the present Eastern Goldfields rail-
way at Boulder, Lakeside, Kalgoorlie, or
Coolgardie. If, however, it went from
Widgemoultlia to Coolgardie or Boulder,
it would open up a large tract of auriferous
country on the Hampton Plains Estate.
If it wvent to Coolgardie, it would pass
through Burbanks and be a considerable
item of economy to that district, and be
the means of largely increasing the output
of the district, an output which is at
present a considerable item in our total
gold production. Widgeinoultha has been
laughed to scorn by practically everyone;-
but I would like to say in regard to it
that in the early days the vast proportion
of the anriferous country in that district
was taken up by what was known as the
Brookman Exploration Company, which
took up 1,200 to 2,000 acres, manning the
area for a few months ad theu abandon-

ing it without any serious attempt at
development. It is a question that only
the future can decide as to whether
Widgemoultha, will be a promising gold
producer or otherwise, but it must be
recognised that the company I have men-
tioned billed Widgemoultl'a. Thalt reefs
exist at Widgemoultha, there is no ques-
tion ; that they have been prospected is
not open to argument, because everything
about the place shows that some pro-
specting has been done, but shows also
that no serious attempt at development
work has beeu made. I will not refer to
the Norsemnan field now, but will deal
with it later and somewhat fully. In
addition to the auriferous country that

the~ railway will traverse, there is the
Fagricultural andpastoral land to be settled.
From Norseman to Esperance, a distance
roughly of 110 miles, a large proportion
of the country is undoubtedly suitable
for settlement. The rainfall for the
year 1900 in the several parts of the
dlistrict was :--Norseman, 12-53 inches;
Grass Patch, 19-12; Swan Lagoon, 20-08;
Thirty-Mile, 20-18; Gibson's S4oak, 24-09;
Esperance, 29830; Park Farm, 26-67;
Fanny's Cove, 27-90; showing a mean
of 24 inches; and the average for
17 years of the whole of the district,
except Norseman, was 23-37 inches.
I therefore claim, and I think every repre-
sentative of farmers in the House will
agree with me, that the rainfall is amply
sufficient to permit of anything being

9 own provided the land be there. At
rasa P'atch, which the Government

have recently thrown open for settlement,
there are 8,583 acres taken up, of which
800 have been under cultivation. For five
years wheat and hay have been grown in
that district without a failure; and the
average crop has been from 1 to If tons
per acre. In that connection I would
state for the information of farming
members that the average crop of hay for
the whole of the agricultural districts of
Western Australia has been as follows :
1897, -73 tons per acre; 1898, -93- 1899,
'98; 1900, -89; 1901, 1 ton; 1902, -98.
Since 1897, the average hay crop of the
State has been under 1 ton, with the
exception of 1901, when it was exactly
one ton; whereas the average for those
five years at Grass Patch and Salmon
Gums has been over the ton. The rain-
fall compares more than favourably with
that of any other district in Western
Australia. That for the whole Kimber-
ley district is less, and so is that for the
whole of the South-West district. I
went through the figures for each square
on the map, and found that the figures in
the square embracing the country to which
I now refer showed that the average rain-
fall was as good as that for any other

sqar in Western Australia, with the
exeton of two or three. I therefore

claim that the rainfall is sufficient to
IPgrow anything. As to whether or not

the land is suitable for cultivation, the
fact that repeated applications have been
made during the last two or three years
for land at Esperanece, Grass Patch and
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Salmon Gums-applications in a great
number of instances accompanied by
deposits of money -is sufficient to prove
that people think the land good enough,
and are prepared to settle there. There
is another big question also in connection
'with this line. Will it open up a supply of
firewood for our mines? We know fuill
well that a bittle while ago the position
looked somewhat serious for our mines at
Kalgoorlie in respect of fuel supply. We
had several reports from Mr. Kelso, the
State Forest Ranger, I would say here
that there is no one in the House, includ-
ing the member for the South-West
Mining District (Mr. Ewing), who is
more anxious than I to see the Collie
Coalfield advance and prosper. As I
have previously said, I have seen that
district for myself, have spent some time
in examining the coal-mines, and certainly
shall always vote for anything that will en-
courage the development of that c~untry.
But in connection with the proposed
Esperance Railway, I have to deal with
certain figures showing what firewood
that line would open up, and how much
of it could be brought into the Kalgoorlie
market in competition with the Collie
coal. I gave some figures on a. previous
occasion during last session, and it will
be necessary for me to repeat at least
some of them. The distance from Collie
to the gold mines, if a direct railway
were constructed, allowing for necessary
deviations, would be 382 miles. I think
the member for that district will agree
that his own estimate of the distance is
little short of that. The present price of
coal at the pit's mouth is 13s. At Old.
per ton per mile freight, the railage on1
that coal would he £1t 3s. 101d., making
a total cost to the mines of £21 16s. 104 d.
Wood at present is being sold on truck
at Kalgoorlie at from 13s. to 14s, per
ton; I 'have taken the figure of l3s. 6d.
To equal one ton of Collie coal, therefore,
X21 Os. 3d. worth of timber would be
necessary. I may say here that various
tests have been made of that coal. I
made a statement here before which I am
prepared to repeat at any time, that the
outside limit of the value of Collie coal
as against the splendid firewood we have
on the fields is one ton of coal to 27cwt.
of our wood. One ton of the best New-
castle coal is equal to only 12- tons of our
firewood, for steam-raisingpurposes. But

in all my calculations I have assumed
that .l~ tons of our wood would be
necessary to equal 1 ton of Collie
coal; and I think members will admit
tlutt is a reasonable allowance to make
in favour of the coal. Therefore for coal
to compete with our firewood, the fire-
wood must rise in price to 24s. 7d., or a
difference of lls. Id. Now this difference
would allow timber for firewood at Old.
per ton per train mile to he brought 177
miles in competition with coal for a long
way past Norseman-in fact, beyond the
district where any timber exists. At Old.
per ton per train mile, which is at present
an unpayable rate for the carriage of
Collie coal, but which ought, on a good
new railway, to be a payable rate, carriage
for 382 miles means l5s. ld.; the coal
at the pit's mouth is l3s., or a, total of
X1 Bs. ld. At this rate, wood must
therefore rise to 19s. 4d. to allow the
Collie coal, even at a railage of Old. per
ton per mile, to compete with the fire-
wood. A difference of 59. 10d. would
allow the firewood to be brought into
competition with that coal for 140 miles.
I have not taken a different figure for
the carriage of firewood as against that
of coal; for I claim that if we are to have
a fuel supply for our mines, whether it
be coal or wood, the railway freight for
both should be the same per ton per mile.
It may be argued that l3s. at the pit's
mouth is too high a price for coal; and
with that contention I am perfectly in
accord. I certainly maintain that Collie
coal should be put in the trucks at con-
siderably less than 13s.-at a sum approxi-
mating to 10s., allowing for agency
charges, handling, and necessary losses
in haulage by the time it gets to the
goldfields. But with the present method
of working, I think those acquainted
with the Collie coal-mining industry will
agree with me that the price cannot he
reduced to that sum. But hiking it at
Ius, instead of I qs., and at Ol'd. per ton
per mite, wood could be brought into
competition with that coal for 145 miles,
or at Old. per ton per wile for 92 miles.
And I have worked out the figures at
10s. pe ton also; and the whole of this
wood, from past Norsemnan, can he
brought into the Kalgoorlie market and
used for firewood in competition with
Collie coal, even if a direct line were
built to-morrow from Collie to the

[20 AUGUST, 1902.3Esperance Railway.
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Boulder mines. With regard to the
amount of timber available-and this
timber question is one of the biggest
problems in connection with the proposed
Esperance-to-Goldfields railway, as to
whether there will be enough traffic to
make the line pay, apart from the traffic
on the present Eastern Goldfields rail-
way-Mr. Muir only recently made a
survey for the Transcontinental ratilway,
and spoke in glowing terms of the belt of
timber he passed through, which was
referred to outside this House by several
speakers at the recent by-elections who
were in favour of the 'Transcontinental
railway. It would be safe to assume that
the belt of timber which extends to
Salmon Gunms past Norseman is at least
50 to 60 miles in width. I have travelled
many times through the district; a. former
Minister for Mines (Mr. H. B. Lefroy)
travelled through it with wue on one occa-
Pion, and he and everyone who has been
through it has been struck with the mar-
vellous belt of timber which there exists.
Taking the width of the belt at only 40
miles, the figures are somewhat large.
There would then be an areaL of timber of
3,684,000 acres. Various estimates have
been given as to how much the land on
the gold fields will cut per acre in fire-
wood. Mr. Kelso estimates that the
whole of the districts around the gold-
fields which are available for timber
supplies at present will cut five tons to
the acre. The Kurrawang Company have
a timber-line running out from the Gov-
ernment railway; and for some time
their average for the whole of the country
they took up wats about three tons to the
acre. In their area, was included a lot of
country which had already been partially
cut, and a lot also on which there was
practically no timber available. The
estimates which have been miade by
reliable people regarding the timber belt
between Coolgardie and Norsemen are as
high as eight tons per acre; and there is
not a shadow of doubt that the timber in.
the Salmon Gums district--the finest I
have seen anywhere on the goldfields-
will cut more than that. I have taken
four tons to the acre, which is one ton
less than Mr. Kelso allows for the
whole of the timber within 28 miles
of the present railway system available
for the Kalgoorlie mines. At four tons
that will give 14,336,000 tons of timber,

or a 26-years supply for the Kalgoorlie
mines at a rate of 1,500 tons a day. I
claim that these figures arc correct; I
gave them last session; they have not yet
been disproved; I give them again now,
and I cordially ask anyone to disprove
them. And in passing I must say I
should like to see the Government ap-
point someone to travel through those
goldfields, and give an estimate of how
much timber is available for the supply
of the Kalgoorlie mines. With regard
to the connection between this timber
and the proposed Esperaiice line, I
claim that the carriage of timber alone
would give a sufficient revenue for the
payment of interest and working expenses
in connection with the whole of the line
from Esperance Bay to the Eastern
Goldfields. The average distance over
which that timber would be hauled would
be 70 miles. As I said before, the timber
extends from the fields to beyond Salmon
Gums, this being, a distance of about
140 miles. The amount which would be
received in freig-ht from the carriage of
that at a halfpenny per ton per mile
would be £2,09ot,666, and taking the rate
at three-farthings per ton per mile, the
sum would be £23,136,000. The daily
freight on that wood would amount, at a
halfpeniny per ton per mile, to £220,
and at three-farthings to £330. I am
taking the average for the whole of the
140 miles. It might be argued, and
rightly so, that at the present time the
Coolgardie mines are getting a good deal
of their supply from other quarters, but
we have Mr. Kelso's estimate of how
long the supply of firewood I refer to
would last the Coolgardie district. I
have shown that the whole of the timber
I speak of could be brought into our
mines and used in preference to coal, and
sooner or later that timber must be
brought in, either by a Government line
or by a private line. At the sme time
timber selling at 1s. 6d. per ton at
Kalgeorlie is being carried. over railways
80 miles in length. Eighty miles would
take us to within 20 miles of Norseman,
and I think the mnember for the South-
West Mining District (Mr. Ewing) will
agree with me that, granted any facilities
that we know of at the present day, Collie
coal cannot possibly compete with fire-
-wood at 13s. Gd. per ton. If the coal
were carried at a farthing per ton per

[ASSEMBLY) Motion to construct.
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mile it could not compete at that price,
and, as I said a moment ago, our wood
at present is being brought 80 miles and
and sold for 13s. 6d. per ton. That
of itself would carry the line to within
20 miles of Norseman, or within 60
miles of the stepping of the timber
belt. In addition to the points I have
raised in regard to new trade which would
be opened up by that line, there would be
the increased traffic caused hr the in-
creased prosperity of Norseman; traffic
due to thes carriage of foodstuffs, chaff,
etc., between Esperanee and Norseman ;
and in that connection I would refer to
the Government report on that district,
the report made by Mr. White as lately
as the 17th March of the present year.
In that report Mr. White speaks highly
of this laud, recommending that 10,000
acres should be there opened for im-
mediate settlement, which has been done,
and the land will be available in the
course of a week or two. Hie says also
that there is sufficient agricultural land
in this area, and land adjoining, not only
to grow all the wheat for flour and all the
bay required for Norseman, but also to
supply the goldfields farther north.
These are not statements wade to the
House by myself, nor statements made by
a mn not accustomed to farming, as
regards the value of that land, but these
are the statements made by the officer
whom the Government at my request sent
into that district to give them a report
with regard to the capabilities of that
land, and that is what is stated at the
conclusion of this report. There is also
the question of passenger traffic, which
in any estimates given to the House this
evening will be entirely disregarded by
me, but I think ever *yone will agree that
the passenger traffic on that line would
be a consideration, at any rate. Esper-
ance is only 220 miles from the Eastern
Goldfields, whereas Fremantle, I think I
am correct in stating, is 887 miles from
them. That figure is near enough, any-
how. There is a saving of 157 miles.

MR. DIAMOND: According to where
you are going to, whether to England or
to the Eastern States.

MR. THOMAS: I am talking of the
passenger traffic, regarding Esperance
Bay as the sanatorium, the natural sana-
torium of the goldfields. I am sorry we
have not a wider-gauge railway in this

*State than three feet six inches. It is
*needless for me to say that had we a four
feet eight and a half inch gauge through-
out the country, and were this new

I line, which undoubtedly the House will
authorise the construction of within a few
months at the outside, constructed on a

Iguage of four feet eight and a half
inches, passengers would be able to. go to
the fields in about six hours easily; and
I think railway men will agree with me

Ithat if a three feet six inch gauge line
were laid down with 60lb. rails instead of
451b. rails, which we have on our eastern

Ilines, the journey from the goldields to
Esperance Bay could be completed in
from six to seven hours, a distance of
220 miles. If it could not, then one
cannot say much for the up-to-date-
ness of travelling on Western Australian
Government railways. The present jour-
ney from the goldflelds to the cast,
even provided the goldfields people would
accept Fremnantle as a health resort,
occupies 17 hours, and it is easily seen
what a tremendous journey and big
expense would have to be undertaken by
the man who wished to take his family
to the Vasse and Eunbury for the little
rest which is necessary dJuring the hot
summer months on the goldfields.

MEMBER: What about AlbanyP
MR. THOMAS: I would not insult

Albany by including it in the same cate-
gory. I am taking Esperance at the
present time as the sanatorium of the
goldfields, which undoubtedly it is. To
go to Albany-and a lot of people from
the goldfields do go there-takes, I heard
someone say, a week or pretty nearly so.
No facilities whatever are offered to the
goldields people to go to that glorious
health resort. I was saying at moment
ago that the cost of going from the gold-
fields to the present health resorts or sea-
side resorts of Western Australia makes
it an absolute impossibility for the great
hulk of the people to take them-
selves and their cijldren for a little
needed change of air andl relaxation
from work. That will be overcome
by the construction of this line. A
deceased gentleman who always worked
in regard to the fartherance of this rail-
way project-I refer to the late Mr.
Vosper-repeatedly told the public of
this country, through the paper he edithd
and from the floor of this House, that if
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for no other reason, if no other reason
existed, the construction of the Esperance-
Goldfields line would be justified on the
ground of affording a sanatorium. As
far as new trade is concerned, a farther
point is the construction of the Trans-
continental railway line, for which we are
all naturally anxious, and which every
one of us hopes will be constructed at the
earliest possible moment. We know how
busy the Federal Government are, and
we know also the Eastern States wish to
keep that proposed railway in abeyance
as long as possible. Before that railway
is passed by the Federal authorities, there
will beample time for the Government of
this State to construct a railway by con-
traqt connecting Esperance Bay' with the
Eastern Goldfields. For that line about
250 tons of material would be required
for every wile of line, apart from11 material
required in station buildings, etc., so that
altogether we can safely estimate that
300 tons of material would be required to
be hauled. over some line for the con-
struction of that one Transcontinental
railway. T can hardly imagine that if
a railway line were in existence from
Esperance Bay to the Eastern Goldfields,
railway contractors would pay for haulage
of railway material for a distance of 387
miles on .300 tons for every mile of railway

thyare going to construct, when they
could get these materials by a journey of
157 miles less via Esperanee Bay.

MR. MORNa: Where would this railway
material come f rom ?

MR. THOMAS: From the Eastern
States, England, or anywhere else.

MR. flaoNn: It comes from England.
MR. THOMAS: I will come to the

question of freight directly, because I
have somne interesting information for
the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
Diamond) in that direction, information
which he will not be able to contradict.
The saving in freight for the portion of
the Transcontinental line which would be
carried through Esperance Bay, were
that line in existence, would amount to a
sum of at least X150,000, so I think I
am justified. in including that item as one
seriously affecting the railway.

Mn. HrnEAM: You include the sleepers,
of course ?

MR. THOMAS: Certainly.
MR. HWBRAM: You cannot get them

at Esperance.

Mu. THOMAS: You can get them
cheaper than by sending them over the
present line. In regard to the cost of
this line, various estimates have been
given, and some have been given to
the public of this country within the
last few months stating the cost of
the line would run from £5,000 to £6,000
per mile. Mr. Muir, who recently con-
ducted the survey of the Transcontinental
railway line, went into elaborate esti-
mates which each of us have had to study
for ourselves, and his estimate of the
construction of the whole of the Western
Australian section of that lint on a 4ft.
8E'iu. gauge is £23,646 per mile. That
includes £60,000 for all fastenings and
station buildings and all equipment.

MR. MORAN: No rolling stock ?
MR. THOMAS: Of course not, That

was his estimate for the construction of
the line through the desert at a gauge of
4ft. Sj'in., instead of' Sft. fin., our present
gauge.. The Menzies-Malcoln line works
out, aecording to the figures that the
Public Works Department supplied to
the West Australian Chamber of Mines,
including the whole cost and estimate of
farther cost, at £3,367 per mile. If the
freight on the material from the coast
were deducted from this, the cost would
be under £3,000 per mile. I think every
member will agree with me when I state
that if there ever was a lesson of the
most lavish expenditure possible we have
it in the. construction of that line.
Apparently every expenditure that could
possiblv be incurred was incurred, and
every extravagance that could be exer-
cised wvas exercised.

TEE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Go slow.
MR. THOMAS: I am speaking on a

subject that has been referred to by
many members in the House within the
last 12 months, and members have spoken
of the enormous cost of the construction
of that line.

Mn. MORAN: Was that the contract
price ?

MR. THJOMAS: Apparently the hon.
member has not been studying the news-
papers lately, or he would understand
that this was one of the great lessons
given to us of the construction of railway
lines by day labour, which, I think, has
settled that question for all time. The
cost of' the line to which]I am referring,
taking it under normal conditions, would
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not exceed £2,500 per mile. I would be
quite prepared to take that ats an estimate
of the cost of the proposed Esperance
line, but within the last week we have
had farther figures given to us in regard
to another railway which has been con-
structed and will be opened on Friday
next. I refer to the Northam-Goomal-
ling railway' . The cost of that railway
works out at under £2,000 per mile, and
that I consider to be a verY fair sumi to
pay. In this connection I have taken
the trouble to get independent estimates
by reliable railway experts regarding the
cost of the line. An estimate which was
given me by a man in whose knowledge
I have the utmost faith, a man of vast
experience, a qualified railway vran, and
a railway expert-he gives an estimate of
the cost of a line 4ft. S12in. gauge,
allowing X50,000 for station buildings,
and allowing a maurgin for contingen-
cies -works out at £2500 per mile.
T think everyone will agree with me
that in a 4ft. Sk2in. gauge railway the
weight of sleepers per mile will be con-
siderablv more, and the cost of sleepers
per mile will be considerably more.
There is also the extra forming, the extra
quantity of ballast, and the extra labour
in connection with ballasting, and the
extra width of culver-ts arid bridges, and
everything else.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: HOW
much for water supply ?

MR. THOMAS: I think the water
supply in that estimate was £50,000.

THE MINSTER FOR WORKS: For the
Transcontinental railwayP

Ma. THOMAS: I am not speaking of
the Transcontinental railway line, but of
another line. I am not speaking of a
4ft. S12n. line in connection with the
Esperance railway. I am speaking of
an estimate which has been given, because
I want to give the House reliable figures
for the construction of the work. The
cost of the construction of the line from
Menzies to Malcolm-I have not the
figures before me of the Kalgoorlie-
Menzies line, but theywould be somewhere
about £3,300, or a little over £23,000 per
mile-was £3,867 per mile. We had a
considerable amount of discussion in the
House regarding the enormous expendi-
ture which the Government incurred in
putting up elaborate station buildings
along that line, and these station buildings

cost the country £65,000; I will ay
£63,000, to be accurate.

Howx. F. H. PIESSE: £43,000.
MR. T HO0M AS: The amount of

£43,000 was what was actually paid to
the contractors, the contractors deducting
£20,000, which might just as well have
been taken off the cost of the construction
of the line. I say the cost the country
incurred was £63,000. The £43,000
would work out at £500 per mile. Again
there has to be deducted freight from the
coast on the railway material. On
October 2nd, 1900, Sir John Forrest, the
then Premier of the State, introduced a
Bill into the House for the construction
of the Coolgardie-Norseman line, sand
full figures were prepared by the Works
Department after survey and after inves-
tigation, and the results were placed
before members of the House. Sir John
Forrest stated that there were two cement
tanks along that line of railway which
cost £40,000. Since then another large
tank has been excavated at Norseman,
and I will say in connection with the
water Supply of that line, if the line
starts from Kalgoorlie or Lakeside it will
pass that huge dam, and if the line goes
from Widgemouiltha it will pass the
Londonderry dam, in either case having
an ample supply of water for locomotive
purposes. The total capacity of these
dams is about 10 million gallons of water.
Sir John Forrest at that time stated
that the railway would cost £250,000, or
roughly about £2,000 per mile. These
were not his figures; these were the
figures supplied to him by the Public
Works Department and the officers of
the State, and this statement, as be him-
sell then said, was made on the authority
of the then Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. C.
Y. O'Connor, whose opinion is entitled
to every consideration and should be
accepted by every' meinbei in the House.

ME. MORAN: How much per mile?
MR. THOMAS: Roughly £22,000 per

wile; £250,000 for the line.
THE PREMIER: NO; £290,000.
MR. THOMAS: A sum of £40,000

was knocked off for water. I can assure
the Premier that such was the estimnate,
£290,000, allowing £40,000 for water
supply, which was spent, bringing the
amount down to £250,000. If the line
were constructed from Coolgardie to
Norseman, it would be £2,100 per mile,
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while from Esperauce Bay it would be
less. If the line were constructed from
Ooolgardie the' freightage on the rails
and fastenings per mile would be £ 100.
The freightage on rails and fastenings,
apart from sleepers, would amount to a.
considerable item, when 100 tons of rails
and faistenings ore required per wile, as
there would be an extra haulage of 380
miles beyond what is necessary. If the
line were 'started from Esperance, the
average haulage for rails and material
would be half the total distance, or 110
miles, and the average haulage-speaking
of the Norseman line-if started from
Coolgardie would be 360 miles, and the
half of the Norseman distance added to
that, roughly 60 miles; that would be
420 miles, as against 110 miles. If
that estimate was anything approaching
correctness, we would be forced to the
conclusion beyond all doubt that the
railway line connecting Esperance Bay
with the vroldfields should be constructed
for considerably less than £92,000 per
mile. I take the figure of £2,000,
and I think I am justified. in doing
so, in view of the estimate placed.
before the House by. the Works Depart-
ment and by the 'officials of the Govern-
ment, and I certhinly think I am fully
justified in taking the sum of £2.000
when I see the returns published in the
newspapers within the last few 'days
in connection with the construction of
the Northam-Goomalling line, which ran
into less than £2,000 per mile. The
total cost would be £44,000. These
figures do not allow for 'rolling-stock,
and one can put in an item of £500
per mile for roiling-stock-that is a,
liberal estimate to make-or a total of
£110,000 for new rolling-stock, which it
will be necessary to buy. That is an
estimate given by the then Engineer-in-
Chief. I am not a railwayv engineer
myself, and therefore I go to a recognised
authority and- findout what his estimate is.
If I want to find out anything about
farming I go to a recognised authority on
farming, and take his statements as
correct or approximately correct. That
is only right. If I Want some estimates
regarding Lrailway work or public works,
I think I am safe-it is for opponents to
disprove-in taking the figures given by
the highest expert in the State 9A that
time, the late Engineer-in-Ohief.

MR. MORAN:- Did he give an opinion
as to the practical cost ?

Mn. THrOMAS: Isaid Sir John
Forrest made in this House the statement
that the line would cost £290,000, less
£40,000 which had been spent on water
supply; that is, £-250,000, This is
equvalent to a&cost of £2,000 per mile.
I also told the House that this statement
was made by Sir John Forrest on the
aut-bority of the then Engineer-in-Chief,
Mr. O'Connor. In the same speech Sir
John Forrest stated, also on the authority
of Mr. O'Connor, that the amount of
rolling-stock which would have to be pro-
vided was equivalent to a charge of £500
per mile. Allowing £110,000 for rolling-
stock, the cost is brought up to £550,000:
£440,000 at £2,000 per mnile, and
£110,000 at £500 per mile.

MR. ILLINGOOTH: £2,500 was Mr,
O'Connor's estinate ?

MR. THOMAS: Yes; £2,500 per
mile was LMr. O'Connor's estimate for
everything, all told, including rolling-
stock. This would give a cost for the
railway alone of £440,000, being 220 miles
at £22,000 per mile, and £1 10,000 for the
cost of rolling-stock, being 220 miles at
£500 per mile. These two items make
the amount I have just given, £550,000,
as the total cost of the proposed rail-
way.
* Tan Pnnnsnmp: From Norseman to
Coolgardie ?

MR. THOMAS:- No; for 220 miles of
railway from Esperance Bay to the
Eastern Goldlfields. In framing an esti-
maite of the cost of the Esperance-Gold-
fields line, I took, as I have said, the
figures of the Northamm-Goowalling, the
Menzies-Kalgoorlie, and other lines, to
indicate what should he the proper figure
to form the basis of cost of construction.
I have given my authority and my
reasons for taking the sum of £.2,000 per
mile as being a fair and reasonable esti-
mate of the cost of 'construction. After
careful inquiry, I have arrived at an
estimate of £600 per mile for rolling-
stock. This amount I have obtained, not
only, by reference to the debates on this
subject recorded in Hfansard, but by in-
quiry of independent railway experts now
in the State. My information leads me
to the conclusion that £600 per mile is
an ample allowance to ma-ke for equip-
ment.

[ASS EUBLY] Motion fo conetruct.
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THE PREMIIER: Assuming that the
estimate for the Coolgardie-Norseman
line was based on the assumption that
rails and sleepers would he carried from
F1 remantle to the. point -at which the line
was to be started, do you say the £2,000
per mile would be a fair estimate of the
cost of construction, judging from the
experience we have had of late? Two
thousand pounds is the estimate you are
relying on. Ii

MR. THOMAS: reply that ifwe are
to build the line on the day-labour system
my estimate is not sufficient, but that if
the line is to be built by contract my
estimate is ample.

THE PREMIERa: You would say that?
We have never built a line like it.

MR. THOMAS: We have built the
Goomalling line.

THE PRE37IER: Not carrying rails and
sleepers over such a distance.

Mu. THOMAS: Bat I have just shown
that, with the construction of the line
from Esperance Bay, the rails and sleepers
and everything else will only have to be
carried-

THE MINISTER FoRt Wotra: The one
is a light agricultural line, built of Second-
band rails.

MR' DIAMOND: Yes ; 461b. second-hand
rails.

MR. THOMAS: I have given the
figures, and I refuse to repeat them.

MRt. TnLiuoWOwrn: You have given
£2,500 per mile, less X40,000 for water,
as the cost.

MR. THOMAS: I have given nothing
of the sort.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: Well, what did
you intend to give? That is what you
did give.

Mu. THOMAS: I must crave the in-
dulgence of the House while T repeat
certain figures for the benefit of the hon.
member. On the 2nd October, 1900-1
am stating the facts now exactly as I
have them written on my notes-Sir Sohn
Forrest introduced into the Legislative
Assembly a, Bill for the construction of
the Coolgardie-Norseinan line, and the
full figures prepared by the Public Works
Department after a survey of the ground
were placed before every member. Sir
John Forrest stated that there were on
the line of the proposed ratilway two
cemented tanks, which had cost £40,000
to construct. Since then another large

tank has been excavated at Norsemtan,
giving a total capacity of about 10,000,000
gallons of water. Sir John Forrest also
stated that the railway would cost
£2-50,000, or roughly £ 2,000 per mile.
This was on the authority of the then
Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. 0. Y. O'Connor.
The figures mean that the cost of con-
struction as from Esperan-e Bay would
of necessity be less than the £22,000 per
mile thus atrrived at. However, at that
figure the total cost of construction
would be £440,000. This amount does
not allow for rolling-stock. If we allow
£500 per mile for rolling-stock, there is
an additionalecharge of £110,000, making
the total cost of the line, fully equipped,
£550,000. I hope the House is now
clear with regard to these figures, at
any rate. I have found it difficult, and
a committee of the West Australian
Chamber of Mines found it difficult, to
thoroughly thresh out the question of
the Esperance, railway as regards the
amount of money which the line would
have to earn in order to be payable. Of
course, I could make an estimate of what
the new traffic would bring in; but, after
all, such an estimate would be purely
arbitrary, and it would be competent for
anyone to deny or refuse to accept such
an estimate. I just now supplied an
estimate of the firewood likely to be
cardied over the line, and I should be
exceedingly glad if someone would endea-
vour to disprove that estimate. The
firewood alone, 1 maintain, would bring
in a revenue of £330 per day, at three
farthings per ton per mile, or, at a, half-
penny per ton per mile, £220 per day.

MR. DIAMOND: You are assuming that
the whole of the firewood used by the
mines would be carried over the line,

MR. THOMAS: As I have explained,
the line will have to be built at some
time or other, either by the Government
or by someone else, in order to bring the
firewood which it will make available to
the mines on the Eastern Goldfields.E
have given my conclusions, based on
calculations of the comparative steam-
raising value of coal and firewood respec-
tively. The total cost of the line, as I
have repeatedly stated, may be estimated
at £650,000. To this amount I Shall
add X50,000, in order to arrive at round
figures, and shall thus call the total
cost £600,000. Allowing what I con-
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eider an ample rate of interest, four per
cent., we find that the railway must
return an annual net profit of £24,000
in order to pay interest on capital. Now, I
have worked out my estimates in two wave.
1 have just been reminded of a sinking
fund. The four ptr cent. rate allows
one-half per cent. for sinking fund. I
leave it open to any member to fix the
rate at five per cent., because the figures
still work out very well on thbat basis.
If the line be asked to return five per
cent. interest on capital, then the annual
net profit rises to £30,000, which is only
£6,000 additional-a mere ficabite. The
railwayT report for last year enters into
the whole matter exhiaustivel 'y, though
the monthly statistical abstract yields
enough information for my purpose.

Tnm MINISTER FOR WORKS: The akb-
stract also gives the average cost per
mile.

MR. THOMAS: I know it does.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Over

£5,000 per mile.
MR. THOMAS: Yes; I think it is

almost £5,600 per mile. Strange to say,
the cost of construction has gone uip by
several hundreds of pounds per wile dur-
ing a period when not a single line of
railway has been added to our system.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
crease is due to adequate equipment.

Mia. THOMAS: I shall deal with all
that when the raway estimates come
down; never fear. Now, the percentage
of working expenses to gross earnings
has varied considerably. For the year
ended the 30th June, 1894, the per-
centage was 78-96; for the year ended
the 390th June, 1895, it was 61-5; for
1896, 49-79; for 1897, 63-09; for 1898,
77-11; for 1899, 70-91; for 1900, 68-4;
for 1901, 79-19. That includes the long
line from the coast to the goldfields as
far as Menzies. In order to be abso-
lutely fair, I have taken an average of
five per cent, beyond the percentage shown
by the railway reports, and for the pur-
poses of my calculations I have estimated
that the working cost will be 7.5 per cent.
of the gross revenue. I claim that the
allowance I make is a, big one. On those
figures, the Esperance-to-Goldfields line
would have to earn £96,000 per annum,
or £820 per day, of gross revenue.
Three hundred and twenty pounds per
day would have to he earned by the

line so that it might pay four per
cent.; a few pounds may be added if the
line is to return five per cent. I recently
called for a return of the amount of
freight consigned to the goldfields, or
rather consigned to Kalgoorlie, from
Fremantle and also from Perth. I called
for this return in order to get at the
average freight of all things whatsoever
required on the goldfields. I was utterly
unable to obtain this information from
any Government return hitherto pub-
lished, and the efforts of nine members of
a committee on which I sat were equally
fruitless. The figures supplied me in the
House show that the freight to the
Eastern Goldfields from Frenmantle and
Perth, taking both on one average, is £23
7s. per ton. From Esperance, taking
the reduced railage, the freigh t would be
£1 IL~s. 6d. per ton, representing a saving
of £21 Be. 6d. per ton, or over 40 per
cent.

THE TREASURER:- What would you do
with the lines whose revenues you
depleteF

Mn. THOMAS - I am speaking of the
amount of freight which would be carried
over the proposed railway. I propose to
show what tonnage would require to be
carried over the line in order to allow of
its yielding a net annual profit of
£24,000. It is plain that the freight
from Esperance, in order to return a
profit equal to that now obtained on the
transport of goods, would have to be £C1
l8s. 6d. per ton. Apart from receipts
from passenger traffic, or receipts from
the carriage of chaff and other com-
modities between Esperance and Norse-
wan, apart also from the carriage of goods
required for Norseman itself, for Bur-
banks, and for Hampton Plains, apart
from all these considerations, a total ton-
nage of 170 tons9 per day would have to
be hauled at the freightage of £1 l8s,
6d. per ton in order to allow of an annual
net profit of £224,000 per annum being
returned, on the ba-sis of 75 per vent. of
working expenses to gross revenue.

TuE TRnEURER: What would you do
with the Collie coal you were going to
carry over the line;, Would you make a
loss on thatP

Mn. THOMAS: The yearly tonnage
required would thus be 51,300. I called
for some figures showing the tonnage of
imports to Western Australia from the

(ASSEMBLY.] Motion to construct.
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Eastern States, from New Zealand, and
elsewhere. The tonnage imported during
last year from the Eastern States was
153,101 tons.

MR. MORAN : Do you include mail
steamers ?'

MR. THOMAS : I mean, landed in
Fremiantle during last year from the
Eastern States and from New Zealand,
at all ports. But I think it 'will be
agreed that the huge bulk was landed at
Fremnantle. Last year our total imports
were £6,154,171, of which there was
landed at Fremantle or Perth £6,000,000
worth.

MR. MORAN: Does that include the
home trade ?

MR. THOMAS: That is the total value
of imports. The whole of last year's
imports was, roughly, 6-1 million pounds
worth, of which 6 millions was landed at
Fremantle or at Perth. Whether the
goods came from home or not, 95 to 98
per cent, was landed at Perth or at
Fremantle. Albany came next with
£2182,000 worth; then Geraldton with
X137,000 worth, and the rest nowhere;
so I am safe in estimating, regarding
this 158,000 tons from the Eastern
States, that the huge hulk of it was
landed at Perth or Fremantle, and that
the greater part was later on conveyed to
the Eastern Goldfields. It will be seen
from the figures I gave a short time ago
that with a yearly tonnage of 51,000
tons, with no passengers aind no new
trade developed, and nothing to carry
from Norseman, the present average
freight per ton would pay about X4 per
cent, interest on the £600,000 required
to build the Esperance line. If there were
no new trade at all, it would he necessary
to carry only one-third of the tonnage
imported to this State from the East
over that line to yield £4 per cent. on the
capital cost. The member for West
Perth knows well that the goldfields, per
head of population, import several times
more than the average for the rest of the
State. [MR. MORAN: YOU must prove
your case.] I do not think the agri-
cultural districts import anything except
butter and milk. [MR. MORAN: The
people do not go naked.] They do not
import much else. But on the goldfields
we have to import from somewhere practi-
cally everything we eat, drink, and wear;
and we know we are not getting it from

this State. The hon. member's interjec-
tions refer to matters with which I shall
deal under the next bead. I come to the
head," "Deviation of the t raffic from the
present line, possibly rendering our
present Eastern Railway unpayable; "
and I take the figures on the basis that
one-third of our present traffic on the
Eastern Railway might be diverted by
the construction of the new line. I have
already given the figures for new trade,
and my estimate is, I think, quite ample;
but I am taking that one-third off the
present line, because I understand that
has been, in the coastal districts, the big
argument of some at least of the oppo-
nents of the Esperance Railway, that it
would jeopardise the interests of the
State and render our present line unpay-
able; and on that account it must not be
built. Nothing else but that fact ever
enters into their consideration. The
member for South Fremantle (Mr. Dia-
mond) says it will not divert a single ton
of traffic.

Ma. DIAMoND: I did not say a single
ton.

MR. THOMAS: if not, then the new
line is justified. But supposing it does,
I am giving figures to prove that if even
one-third be taken away, the remaining
two-thirds will still show a big profit
on the Eastern Goldfields Railway
apart from new trade; for we should
then have, on the reduced distance,
traffic worth £170,000. Last year the
gross traffic on the Eastern Railway was
about £657,000. If one-third of the
traffic to the Eastern Goldfields were
diverted, the Esperance Railway would
bave a traffic of £170,000. I do not
wish to weary the House by repeating
the figures I gave in the debate on the
Address-in-reply, when I referred to the
average cost per train mile of the State
railways for various years. Suffice it to
say that up to last year the cost was only
49. per train mile, and it suddenly
jumped from 4s. to 5s. in oneyear. This,
as the Minister for Railways knows, was
accounted for largely if not entirely by
the strike, and by the big expense to
which the railways were put for water.
The figure of 5s. lper train mile as
expenses is absolutely ridiculous; but
taking 5s. per train mile as the expense
-the highest, with the exception of the
figures we are to have before us shortly,
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that this country has ever known-then
the cost of running the line would be
£140,000, that is allowing £170,000
worth of traffic to be diverted, or, after
charging interest, a. net profit of X12,500.
But I claim that 4s. would be a proper
figure;i and that would leave a net profit,
after payig interest, of £80.500. I
think whatl I have already shown is a
sufficient proof that if the line were con-
structed it would pay. If anything miore
be wanted, I simply repeat what every
member knows, that several bonaz fide
offers have been made to the Government
for the construction of that line by
private enterprise. [Mr. DIAMOND: I do
not know of one.] I will give you some.
An offer was made through the town
clerk of Esperance by an Adelaide firn,
to be accompanied by a guarantee if
required. A bonafide offer was made by
moy own company for the construction of
the line. Last session an offer was made
to the Government by Mr. Timms, on
behalf of Messrs. Baxter and Sadler,
Messrs, Smith and Timnms, and Mr.
Hedges, for the construction of a 4ft.
Skin. gauge line from Esperance to the
goldfields, such line to revert to the G;ov-
ernment after a number of years.

TEE 'MINISTER FOR Woiiics: They
called it a tramline.

Mn. THOMAS: They could call it
what they liked. A 4ft. R1in, line is a
line of railway.

THE MINISTER FOE Womas:- There
was nothing in the offer to show that.

MR. THOMAS: Was there not? You
have been entirely misled in this place,
and in another place also. Only a few
months ago an offer was made by a
genuine fim to construct the railway. I
refer to Messrs. Bewick, Moreing, & Co.

MR. DIAMOND: Are they railway as
well as mining experts?

MR. THOMAS: They offered as busi-
ness people to construct the line; and
they would not be such idiots as to make
the offer unless they saw some chance of
making money out of it. They, are the
biggest firm of mining enigineers in the
country; they have more mines under
their contfol than any ten other firms in
Western Australia;i and they, recognising
the importance of this railway for lessen-
ing the cost of working their mines,
looked carefully into the matter, and
wrote a letter to the Government after a.

deputation from the goldflelds had waited
on the late Premnier asking him to promise
its early construction. The letter was to
the effect that they had noticed from the
newspapers that the Preumier had, owing
to lack of money and apparently to lack
of inclination, refused to entertain the
idea of building a line to connect Espe-
ranue with the Eastern Goldfields; that,
as people very largely interested in the
muining industry of Western Australia,
and as being firm believers that the rail-
way would cheapen the cost of working
and render it profitable to work mines
which could not then be profitably
worked, they were prepared. to construct
the line if the Government would not do
so; and. that their London principals
atuthorised them to offer to construct it.
The letter concluded: -. "If the Govern-
ment are prepared to entertain any offer,
we shall he prepared to discuss the
matter, and to go into full details." I
mention this, not to suggest that the line
should be constructed by private enter-
prise. I should always work against that.
I quote those offers to prove that those
solid business people are prepared them-
selves to build a railway to the goldfields
at their own risk; and they would not be
such fools as to embark a large sum of
their own money, sonic £e600,000, on an
undertaking unless they were assured
they could make money out of it. If
anything were wanted beyond the figures
I have given to show that the line would
be profitable, the fact. of those genuine
offers having been made to construct it
would be an ample answer to any
objector.

Mn. DIAMON: They were only lpre-
piared to discuss it; they did not make
an offer.

MR. DAOLI5RF: Whbat were the terms?
Mn.TUOMAS: That interjection again

leads me to talk at greater length than I
intended. Supposing for a moment that
they wanted the concession to charge con-
tractors' rates for say ten or fif teen years,
what good would such a concession be to
them, seeing that we have a railway now
in existence from Fre man tie to the Eastern
Goldfields, and that if they wanted to
compete they would have to charge a less
rate than is charged for carriage from
Frenmantle to the goldflelds? The con-
cession to charge contr-actors' rates would
be of no earthly use to them, because
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they would be limited as to what they
cou~ld charge.

MR. DAGLISH: Was that what they
offered?

Mi.. THOMAS: I 3ay they did not
make a definite offer, but even if they
bad the contractors' concession it would
he of no use to them because of the pre-
sent line from Fremantle to the gold-
fields.

MR. DAGLISa: No offer was made.
MR. THOMAS: An offer has been

made.
MR. DAGLISH: What offer?
MR. THOMAS: I will repeat once

more that all offer was made that, if the
Government would not construct the line,
they would do so. Genuine offers have
been made, notwithstanding anything
said to the contrary.

THE PREMIER: Is the argument that
if a private firm offers to build a line,
therefore the Government should build
it?

MR. THOMAS: All these firms have
offered to build a railwa Y. They are not
going to do so unless they can make
money not of it, and the amount they
can charge is limited, because there is
already a line from F'remantle to the
goldfields.

THE PREMIsE: It is a strange thing
that Dewick, Moreing, and Co. did not
make a definite offer.

MR. THOMNAS: if you are prepared to
entertain it, I will guarantee that you
shall have, an offer within one month; at
any rate 'YO-u shall have an offer. You
shall have any guarantee you want put up
in solid cash before they start. This will
prove there are people prepared to make
genuine offers for the construction of
that line. If you propose to let it go to
them, I shall oppose you.

THE PREMIER : 'I ien they are making
an offer in a sure and certain faith that it
will not be accepted, that it cannot be
accepted.

MR. THOMAS: That is nonsense. I
have shown that if it were only for new
trade alone we should be justified in
building the Esperance-Goldfields line,
and I want to know, supposing one-third
of the traffic t aken away from the present
line- the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. Diammond) says it would not take 10
per cent, of it away -what would become
of theexisting lineP As Imaid, last year's

traffic receipts were £660,000. If a third
went to the Esperance line, that would
leave £440,000. The train mileage was
1,40)0,000, and at 5s. per train mile the
cost would be £860,000, representing a
gross profit of £90,000 ; total interest
X68,301, leaving a net profit of £21,706.
Taking the cost at 4s. per train mile,
which is the proper rate, the cost would
be £280,000, leaving £160,000 gross
profit, or £91,706 net profit after paying
the same interest.

MR. DIAMOND: The existing line must
be duplicated, whether the Esperance line
is built or not.

A] R. THOMAS: Later on I will show
that the gold mines have to be duplicated.

MR. MORAN: You showed us the other
day that the mines were cutting out alto-
gether.

MR. THOMAS: I did not. 1 have
given the figures from the actual railway
reports to prove that, even if this third
were taken away from the present Eastern
Goldields line, the returns would show
a handsome profit on the new line and a6
handsome profit also on the old. I want
to know, in this connection, whether
Norseman and the Esperance, district are
worthy of tieing taken into consideration
in this matter. I am not going to talk
generalities in regard to Norseman.
I know Norseman better than any
other man in this House knows it, and
better than the whole of the members in
the Assembly know it, because I have been
intimately connected with the mining in
the Norseman district for the past seven
years. I claim that anyone who has
visited and inspected the Norseman dis-
trict is agreed on this point, that it is a
district which has come to stay; it is a
district which with facilities for working
would be a very large one; a district
which is essentially a low-grade one; a
district big in extent from the Peninsula
on the one side to Dundas on the other,
a distance of somewhere between .30 and
40 miles, taking the distamce from the
edge of the lake; reefs have been found
on the other side, but taking it from the
lake there is a width of five or six miles
of poiofitable claims to-day being worked
over the whole length and width, with a
large number of reefs, a hilly country
and essentially what a miner at first sight
would regard as likely country. There
are bold hills with bold out-croppings of
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reef facing the bill. in their dip, which
with muining men is taken. as a sign of
permanency. The Horseman Gold Mines
reef varies in width from three to eight
feet, and extends without a break for 2-4
miles through the country. The Princess
Royal Reef is another. There are the
Lady Mary district, Cumberland district,
Mount Barker, and St. .Alban's line, which
has not been touched for the last 18
months, except that during the last few
mouths -prospectors have been going there
and sending good crushing to the -public
battery. There are also, other lines of
reef which I might mention. If you
want the figures I will give them. Prior
to 1897 the tonnage treated was 2,923
tons for a yield of gold of 3,980 ounces.
During 1897 the tonnage treated was
16,980 tons, the number of ounces obtained
19,284; in 1898, 30,928 tons treated for
36,798 ounces; in 1899,59,379 tons treated
for 4,213 ounces. The average up to that
date is -95 ounces per ton. During 1900
49,015 tons were treated for am output of
41,084 ounces, the average being *84; in
1901, 38,373 tons were treated for 37,084
ounces, the average being -96. The average
has gone up again.

MR. MoRAm-: And the tonnage gone
down.

Ms&. THOMAS:- And the tonnage gone
down. I will give the reason for that.
The monthly average output now is
between 3,000 and 4,000 ounces. I had
the management of the Norsenman Gold
Mines for some considerable time, mines
to which reference was made in con-
nection with the Esperance railway by
candidates outside this House during the
recent by-elections. I will give you
actual figures regarding the company, and
then allow the House to judge. The
Company started working in 1896, and
has sunk two shafts--the Viking and the
Mildura-to over 500 feet in depth on
the underlay of the reef. The company
stopped milling its own ore in September,
1901. The mine is equipped with a
heavy 20-stamp mill, and two ball1 mills,
having a total monthly capacity of nearly
3,500 tons. It has one mile and a quarter
of reef in the property, which carries
payable gold for the entire length.

TH-E TsAnsuiunx: Ts this a prospectus ?
Ma. THOMAS: It is not a prospectus.

I am talking about a. mine that has been
dlosed dlown, so it can hardly be called a

prospectus. The amount spent in wvages
to 31st May, 1902, was £2106,526 18s. 4d.
You see I give the exact figures, because
I do not want it to be said that I am
giving round numbers. I am giving
figures from my own books, and I shall
have them on record in Hansard, so that
any member can take them and study
them at his leisure. I am not going to
talk generalities with regard to this dis-
trict. I am going to give hard, solid
figures from mny own books, which h-ave
been audited and found correct. The
amount spent on stores, apart from
plant, was £60,934 ~sa. 2d.; plant and
machinery, £39,768; carriage (that is
teams), £17,707 14s . 7d. The total
expenUture, not including Coolgardie or
London, that is actual1 expend iture on the
mine, was £197,229 7s. 6d.; that is to
the 31st May of this year. Roughly, a
total of 1,320 tons has been carried
for the mine at a cost of £217,707 14s. 7d.
I have shown that the average railage on
goods sent to Kalgoorlie is £8 7s.; that
is on goods taken in heavy quantities.
Ours were taken in small quantities. The
average works out at about £4, but I
have taken £3 10s. The total is £22,327
14s. 7d., that is checking every cartload
taken, and analysed by my own account-
ant.

[Interjection by Mr. MORAN.]
Ma. THOMA S: I will allow the

member for West Perth to send anyone or
to come and see the books himself.

MR. MORANlq. I do not doubt it for one
moment. What about machinery ?

Ma. THOMAS: Do not ask me. I
lrs the figures here.

Mn. MORAN : That is very important.
MR. THOMAS: I will not read thorn

to the House, but the hon. member can
have them during the tea-time. All the
figures are there. If the line via Esper-
ance had been in existence, the railage
would have amount~d. to £21,65O, or a
saving on one mine of £20,677 14s. 7d,
The total output of that mine to date
has been 78,407 tons crUshed. for a yield
of 4.4,4Slozs. If these figures were
deducted from those of the district the
general average would be raised to
1-07ozs. per ton. In August, 1899, the
mine was in debt £1,867 4s. 2d., and in
September, 1901,4£3,589 16s. 4d. During
that time a cyanide plant was erected,
and the cost incurred on it was £1,536
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12s. I d. If we take one-third of this,
the mine increased its debt during that
period of 25 months by £608 4s. Id., or
an average monthly loss of £24 6s. 6d.
If the Esperanc-e-Goldfields railway had
been in existence, a Raving of £20,677
149. 7d. would have been made on carriage
alone, or a monuthly sum of £275. Every-
thing taken into consideration, instead of
making a monthly loss of £24 there
wonld have been a yearly profit of £7,000
ou that mine. These are actual figures
from which there is no getting away. It
is easy to suppos0e that a company cannot
go on for ever at a. loss of £224 per
month. I may explain to the hon.
member, because he will probably have
something to say on the subject of
Norsemnan, as he has on a previous
occasion, that the reason for the sudden
falling in value in this mine was a
quartzite intrusion coming at a small
diagonal angle across the reef, and the
whole of the developments passing into
it within a short time. Some of our gold
is worth £3 1 s, and other X3 2s. 6d-

At 6-80, the SPEAKER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MR. THOMAS (continuing): Before
the adjournment, I had Riven to the
House a series of figures in connection
with the mine of which I have had the
management for- some considerable time.
I would like to say here, in reply to
criticisms which are to conic, that the
reason a lot of -tamps were closed down
shortly after their erectioni was that a
large number of Adelaide companies
were interested in Norseman. mo e so
probably than in any other field in
Western Australia. In the early days of
gold-mining in Western Australia we all
know that some people, both at home and
people in Adelaide, were of opinion that
if they put £2500 into a property they
were going to make £10,000 a month out
of the transaction. As far as the Norse-
man field is ,oncerned, it was flooded
with Adelaide companies, but unfortu-
nately for the field, the Adelaide com-
panies did not flood the field with money.
They formed a number of companies,
made the first call of 3d., bought second-
hand batteries, in some cases new
batteries, shipped them over and erected
them, in some cases before there was a

single ton of stone opened up to be
crushed. No wonder after the batteries
had been erected there was nothing for
them to crush, nothing to get profits
from; and when the companies made the
next call, the shareholders did not part
up and the companies collapsed. In the
whole of that field there was only one
English company that struggled through,
a result which should never have hasp.
pented if justice had been) done to the
field, a result which would never have
happened had the distinct promise made
by the then Premier, Sir John Forrest,
been carri~d out. A position was brought
about, that the big mine had to turn
from 200 to 300 men ouit of employment
because the company could not go
on working, making a loss of £224 a
month, whereas if there had been
a railway, the mine would have been
paying dividends, which is clearly proved
by the figures which I have given to
the House to-night. The plant would
have been increased and more menl would
have been put oil, because if a com-
pany canl make any profit and if it has-
as there is there-anl unlimited quantity
of ore of a certain grade and profit can be
made, there is sure to be more equipment
with bigger lproflts. I know remarks will
be made about some of the batteries and
mines clo'sing down, therefore I give the
reason before the remarks are made. In
regard to Esperance also in this connec-
tion, I will point out that Esperance
certainly is entitled to a little considera-
tion. The Government have sold, or
had sold, a large quantity of land at that
port at big prices and bad realised a
large sum of money therefrom. The
Government have put up a jetty running
into 21 feet of water. They have erected
customs sheds, stor-es, etc., at that time
second to none in the colony and second
to-day only to those at Fremantle. They
put up public buildings in Esperanee of
stone. I claim therefore-I shall show
afterwards that definite promises were
given- if no promises were given verbally
or in writing, the very fact that the Gov-
ernment spent a. big Ruin of money on
the jetty, on wharfage accommodation,
and on those stores, that was sufficient
proof that they thought the harbour
would go ahead and that the port would
get its proper trade. The very fact that
the Government put up public buildings
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in Eapemanee in stone shows that they
believed, at any rate, in the permanency
of the place. The very fact that the
Government had spent that sum of money
and had advertised alD over the country
that they had land at Esperanee Bay for
sale; the very fact that the Government
induced a large population to come to the
country-nothing more nor less than under
false pretences unless the Government
at that time had the intention of carry-
ing out the promises which they made
by works, if not by words, by giving
that port railway communication with
the fields behind it, so that that port
would take the trade for which that
expenditure was made-showed that they
believed in the -permanency of Esperance.
Mr. A. Y. Hassell1, the member for
Plantagenet, in an interview with Sir
John Forrest in 1886, received the
following assurance.

The Government are willing to propose the
construction of the line to Norseman whenever
it is shown dlearly that the field is good enough
to justify the expenditure. They are not in
favour of constructing it from Coolgardie.
When they propose it, it will have to start
from Esperance.

That statement was made undoubtedly to
the member for Plantagenet by the then
Premier, Sir John Forrest. In July, 1896,
a, joint deputation from Esperance and
Norseman waited on the Premnier in
Perth, asking the Government to support
a, Bill. for constructing a line to connect
the field with its natural port. In the
course of his reply the Premier, Sir John
Forrest, said-,

Hie did not think, as some people might do,
because Esperance might be antagonistic to
Albany or Frenlntle, that this was any reason
for doing the plane an injustice. No such
narrow views were entertained by him.

During Sir John Forrest's visit to the
district in May, 1898, he made use of the
following remarks in Esperance:

They had come here like many more to seek
their fortunes and assist in building up this
immense colony. They were a part of Western
Australia the same as he or anyone else was3.
It was only right that they should receive fair
treatment. Any public man who valued his
reputation would admit that. Before he went
farther be would Like to say he was very well
pleased with their harbour. He thought it
was ani excellent one, and he thought vory
little was left to be desired in its a-cconino-
dation. They had a very good start to become
one of the chief ports in the colony. His (Sir

John's) desire was, if he could really and
properly do it, to assist and help them.

Ma. STONE : Was that after dinner?
Ma. THOMAS: I do not know when

the statement was made, but it was made
in public by the then Premier. The
statement conveys a promise which, I
maintain, the man who made it should
certainly have had the courage to carry
out. I do not care, however, if nothing
of this was ever said b Y Sir John Forrest,
if he never promised to construct a, rail-
way from Norseman to Esperance. I
claim, nevertheless, as I said. before, that
the -very fact of the Government having
spent these immense sums of money on
the harbour at Esperance and on the
shore accommodation constituted a suffi-
cient guarantee to the people whom the
Government induced to settle in the
district that they would have their just
rights conceded to them, and would be
granted the trade to which their
geographical position entitles them.

MR. ILLtNGWOwRa: That is old.
MR. THOMAS: It may be old, but it

is very good. No attempt was made by
Sir John Forrest to carry out the promise.
When the right bon. gentleman did pro-
pose to do justice to Norseman, he asked
this House to autho rise the construction
of the railway fromn Coolgar-dic, instead
of from Esperauce Bay, in defiance of his
public pro mise. I have often spoken in this
House of the hearing of the gold-maining
industry on the welfare of this State. A
few statistics may serve to enforce the
lesson. In 1800-1 our revenue was
£2497,670, whilst our population num-
bered 53,285; in 1894-5 our revenue was
X1,1 25,941, and our population 101,255;
in 190 1-2 we had a revenue of over three
and three-quarter millions, whilst our
population exceeded 200,000. Having
referred to the Norseman field, I wish to
record my strong contention that Espcr-
ane is then natural port for the Norsemac
field, and indeed the natural port for all
our Eastern Goldfields. I therefore be-
lieve that every member will agree with
me that Norseman and Esperance and
the district generally are entitled to the
consideration of Thcrliaiment. Settlers in
these districts are especially entitled to
consideration, because they have been led
on for years past by definite promises
absolutely given, by promises which have
not been carried out; and I go farther
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and say, bY promises which no attempt
has. been made to fulfil. I see by this
morning's newspapers that the erushing:
made for the public at the Government
battery at 'Norseman to date have been
8,621 tons for a yield of either 7,033 or
7,933 ounces-I cannot make out the
figures exactly. At our own mill we
crushed for the public over 2,000 tons for
an average yield of either -0I over or -01
under the ounce-near enough to the
ounce. When I gave the figures of the
output for Norseman the member for
West Perth (Mr. Moran) interjected that
a. smaller tonnage was treated in 1901.
The circumstance is accounted for by the
fact that during 1901 we ceased milling,
and we had been treating from 2,000 to
3,000 tons per month.

MR. DAGLISH:- Who are " we"
Mn. THOMAS: "1We " are tbe compty

which I manage, to which I have referred
several times. The hon. member would
have been aware of this, had he been in
his place to listen. As a farther conse-
quence, the. average went up. As the
mines got deeper, in the absence of
facilities for wvork, in view of the high
cost of work, it became necessary to pick
the ore more than had been the case
previously; and this is the reason why
the tonnage of crushings. has gone down
whilst the number of ounces of gold
yielded, has remrained abouit the same.
The average naturally went up. The
Norsenian field to date has produced over
200,000 ounces of gold. I certainly there-
fore appeal to tie House to pronounce
that the 'Norsemnan district is entitled to
the consideration which has so long been
denied it. I come now to the subject of
the harbour at. Esperance Bay-, and I shall
deal with the question of the expenditure.
if any, necessary to render that harbour
fit for its probable traffic. I have here a
chart of Esperante Bay and its approaches,
after the survey of the " Watenvitch,"
under the comnmand of Commander
Combe. The chart gives the soundings
in fathoms, but I have also a. chart which
gives the soundings in feet. Farther, I
have here an actual photograph of Esper-
ance Bay, taken from the shore. To
anyone looking at the photograph, it
appears that there is only a very narrow
entrance to the harbour on the w est side.
From the photograph, the rest of the
harbour appears to be absolutely land-

locked; and that is practically the position:
Esperace is a landlocked harbour. The
land runs out to Cape Le Grand, whence,
as may be see n from the photograph, there
runs a series of islands. These islands
are not low bits of land. Cape Lie Grand,
or Mt. Le Grand, has a height 'of 1,155
feet. The next elevation I see is 1,128
feet.

MR. MORAN: Are there not islands on
the east of the harbourP

MR. THOMAS:. No; the islands are
to the south. The harbonr, by reason of
these laxge. islands, is landlocked to all
intents and purposes. Draw ai line from
the town in whatever direction you
please, and you will not strike open sea
except through the causeway channel.
The islands themselves vary-- -

Mn. DIABIoND:- That is towards the
south-west

Ma. THOMAS: I shall come to the
south-west directly,. These islands vary
in height from 300 to 800 feet. They
are not bits of sand islands, incapable of
affording protection.

Ma. DIA.MOND: There are scores and
scores of sand islands around Esperauce
Bay.

Mn. THOMAS:- The plan shows in
pencil a6 causeway channel of considerable
width coming in-

Mn. MORAN: The islands run in a
straight line.

Ma. THOMAS; I shall come to that
directly, if the hon. mnember will have
patience. The causeway channel is shown
as of varying depths. The least depth I
can see is 21 fathoms, and the depth rises
to 40, 50, and even. 60 fathoms. There
is absolutely nothing in that causeway
channel. On the west side of it there is
a farther protection to the harbour in a
series of groups of islands. The channel
itself is a welt-defined and surveyed
channel of absolutely clear water. On
either side of it-doubtless the member
for South Fremantle (Mr. Diamond) will
refer to this matter later, and therefore
I touch onl it now-the chart shows some
sunken rocks. The channel is of great
depth, and leads clear of all obstacles
right in to the jetty. In the harbour
itself, which has been so frequently stated
to have no wvater, the average depthi at the
end of the present jetty is shown as '21 feet,
whilst at Newtown thpre is a. jetty only a
few yards f romn the shore, practically at

Esperance Railway: [20 AvGCST, 1902.]



65I Eeperance Railway. A EIL. li o oCuRfLJ

the shore, with a depth of water nf 2 7ieet.
A short distance away from where the
present Government jetty is situated, a
jettyv of shorter length might be con-
structed to run into 40 feet of water.
Wherever you like in that harbour,
while you naturally find shallow depths
near the shore, at 1L distance corres-
poonding to that of the end of the present
jetty from the shore you can find nothing
as low as 21 feet, and, as I have said,
some little distance away a short jetty
would run into 40 feet of water.

MR. DIAMOND: But no ship of any size
could lie at the jetty.

Ma. THO'MAS:. I shalt give the nausa
of various steamuers which have traded to
Esperance; and the bon. member may. if
he please, supply their tonnage. The
vessels which, during the past few yvars,
have traded to Esperance B34y include the
following well-known English and inter-
State boats, some of which, doubtless, the
hon. member will know-I leave it to himn
to say whether or not they- are decent
boats: "1New Guinea," "Enhlmba, now
known as the "Coolgardie"; "Tagliaferro, "
"Innainenka," "Adelaide," 'RKirkands,"
"Liddersdale," "Nemesis," "Algonia,"

"Franklfin," "Industry," "Buninyong."
" Melbourne."

MR. DrnxoaN:- You have forgotten the
" Macgregor."

MR.. THOMAS: Yes; hut these are
bigger boats than the " Macgregor."
These boats of a gross tonnage of from
1,500 to 1,000 have traded to Esperance
Bay. I may info run the House, moreover,
tha the " Innamiucka " went into
Esperance Bay after dark, and landed the
Premier on the town jetty.

Ma. DIAMOND:- She went in on the
high tide, and cleared out as quickly as
possible.

Ma. THOMAS: During the course of
the debate we shall, no doubt, bear a great
deal of the horrible report written on the
harbour by Commander Combo. I have
that report in my baud, and shall refer to
it in order to strengthen my case. I have
the full sailing notes accompanying the
charts, giving depth of water, heights,
steering directions, and so forth. The
report is a, most interesting document; and
I maintain that a. perusal of it, backe±d by
an inspection of the chart, gives clear and
conclusive proof of the existence of a

natural. harbour at Esperauce Bay. I
may mention that I myself have seen
Esperance, that I have entered and left
the port several tim s by boat. The last
time I visited Esperauce by boat a severe
south-west gale was blowing; and yet
there was not the slightest difficulty in
getting to the jetty and lying alongside,
staying at the jetty, and getting away
agai n.

MR. DIAMOND:- Was that on the
"Macgregor "T

Mr. THOMIAS: No; it was on the
"Franklin." I hve topuint out, farther,
that there is onl record only one solitary
instance of accident or disaster occurring
in the ineighbourhood of Esperance
Baty. The instance was afforded b Y a.
small boat called the "Time." That
vessel struck Time Rock, which at that,
period was not charted. I may say
the charts matde prior to the issue of
this which I hold are dated 1820; and
the positions of the various points on
them are miles away from where they
ought to be; so it is not surprising that
a boat should run on a sunken rock.
Since the new charts have been prepared,
nothing of the kind has occurred. I
fancy I hear someone saying the"1 Frank-
lin " went ashore. That was ab very long
wsty from Esperance Bay, and on an
absolutely uncharted coast. The cus-
toms returns at Esperance in 189(5-7 were
£34,000, and from that time they go
down rapidly-in 1897-8, £19,000; in
1898-99, £10,000; in 1899-1900, £P7.700;
in]1900-01, £6,350. The tonnage in 1896
was 47,500: and the lowest record, that
of last year. was alboult -20,000. In reply
to some questions I asked as to the
Gerald ton jetty, I gathered the following
informat ion. The length of the jetty is
1,702 feet, with an additional connecting
portion for foot passengers, 800 feet long
kw 14 feet wide. The width of the jetty
is, for 360 feet of length, 25 feet; for
1,072 feet, 47 feet;i and for 300 feet, 14
feet. The depth of the water at the end
of the jetty is 164L feet, and the cost was
£23,181. It was constructed by co'ntract.
The customs sheds, etc., cost £882. It
is to be lengthened 1,800 feet into 22 feet
of water, at an estimated cost of £1 6,000.
The tonnage ina the harbour last year was
26,137. In 1901 the value of the im-
ports to Geraldten was £137,086, and of
its exports £126,972.

CASSEINTBLY.] Mohon to construct.
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THE SPEAKER, I cannot see what the
Geraldton jetty has to do with the Esper-
ance railway.

MR. THOMAS: I am proposing a new
jetty at Esperance, and must give the
cost of a jetty somewhere else.

THn PREMIER: Could you not shift
the jetty ?

MR. THOMAS: Geraldton, with its
small jetty accommodation, has yet dealt
with a big trade. Before that large sum
of money was spent at Fremuantle, with
only the old jetty running out into the
sea, a big volume of trade was bandied
there; and I claim that Esperance Bay
to-day has better facilities for coping with
traffic than Freman tie bad in the old
days, and better facilities than Geraldton
has even to-day. LMn. STONE: Non-
sense!] Why, there are only 16-1f feet of
water at Geraldton as against 21 feet at
the end of the Esperance jetty. In

regard to the expenditure necessary on
te Esperance Harbour, after examining

every available source of information, the
special committee appointed by the
Esperance Chamber of Commerce to
ascertain what expenditure would be
necessary came to the conclusion that an
expenditure of £275,000 would be suffi-
cient to provide ample jetty accommo-
dation, with two tracks of railway line,
to a depth of 40 feet of water, including
cost of one lighthouse, two lightshi PS,
and all mooring and other buoys that
might be necessary. I do not know
whether that jetty would be absolutely
necessary for some considerable time, even
were the railway in existence; and I
think no extra money need be spent on
that harbour to cope with the trade likely
to arise for some time to come. But if
those improvements suggested by the
chamber of commerce committee were
effected, their cost would not exceed
X76,000. Last session I made a motion
affirming the principle of decentralisation,
which, although one member said he was
going to divide the House on the ques-
tion, was carried on the voices, thus
showing that every man then in the
House was strongly in favour of that
principle. [MR. JACOBY: That does not
follow.] Then they had not the courage
to divide the House. (MR. JACOBY:
It was an abstract motion.] It affinned
the principle of decentralisation, and my
present proposal is in beeping witb that

policy. We need look only to South
Africa. The shipping people and other
inhabitants of Cape Colony violently
protested against the connection by rail
of Durban and Johaunesburg, and opposed
with equal violence the opening of the
line from Johannesburg to Delagoa, Bay.
To-day there are lines running from every
port to Johannesburg, and the statistics
clearly prove that every port is developing,
is getting its fair share of trade, and that
no port has been injured by the opening
up of the others. We have numerous
examples ii' Queensland, Victoria, New
Zealand, and everywhere else; and I defy
hon. members to show me a solilary
instance where a policy of decentralisation
has been otherwise than to the great
benefit of the country.

MR. DIAMOND: What about the Man-
chester Ship Canal, the biggest failure in
the world?

MR. THOMAS: I have not the figures
in connection with that, otherwise I
should be glad to read them to the hon.
member. In this connection I would
draw attention to the Broken Hill traffic.
We hnow that if Broken Hill had been
forced t,, bring its goods from Sydney
instead of from Adelaide, that district
Would not to-day be in existence; it
could not have borne the expense. Rail-
way communication was granted Broken
Hilt by the New South Wales Parlia-
ment, and the line was permitted to go
over the South Australian border, com-
mnunication being established between
Broken Hill and what was then con-
sidered its natural port, Port Adelaide.
Afterwards it was found that if a railway
were constructed connecting Broken Hill
with Port Pirie, a saving of roughly 70
miles would be effected, with considerable
economy to the mining industry.

MR. DIAMOND: The greater portion of
both those lines had been previously con-
structed, before Broken Hill was estab-
lished. The lines from Petersburg to
Port Pinie, and from Petersburg to Port
Adelaide, were both in working order.

MR. THOMAS: There was lig opposi-
tion to the opening of Port Pinie to the
Broken Hill trade; and as we know, a
country party was formed in South
Australia to fight the question of decen-
tralisation, and at last that party won,
with the result that Port Adelaide was
never more prosperous than when the
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Broken Hill trade had gone to Port
Pirie. I am not talking of the last
month or two, when there may have been
a slight depression arising from the
drought.

Mn. OinroynD: Port Pirie was a big
port before Broken Hill was known.

MS. THOMAS: But it had not the
Broken Hill trade. I gave the results Of
a lot of investigation when I proposed
that motion regarding the effect of the
increase of the population of a country
on the population of its capital. I shall
not now repeat those details, but will
simply say that in the Eastern States,
according to the census of 1891, the
percentage of the total population in the
various capitals works out for the whole
Australian group at 28-7; for tbeyearl900
at 291,which is practically the samnething;
and the population of those States has
steadily grown; the ratio of population
drifting to the capitals remains the same,
and the capitals steadily increase at a
fixed ratio with the increase of popula-
tion. This is specially marked in
Queensland. The census in Western
Australia on April 5th, 189 1, showed a
total population of 49,782, while the
population of Perth an'] Fremantle was
14,0.54, or 28 per cent. The census
on 31st March, 1900, showed a total
population of 182,553, the popula-
tion of Perth and Fremantle being
56,558, or a little over 30 per vent. ; so
that the increase in those towns was a
little larger than that to which they were
justly entitled. I claim that those state.
ments are actual facts, and absolutely
dispose of the threadbare argument that
if we open up other ports in Western
Australia we shall materially injure
Perth and Fremantle. In that connec-
tion I should like to refer to a, good
remark made by the present Treasurer,
when simply memrber for Albany :

We must not lose sight of the fact that we
have one-third of the whole continent in
Western Australia; and every natural mouth
should be open to enable us to feed the
various portions of it, instead of pursuing the
fatal policy hitherto pursued of trying to
feed the whole of the State through one
mouth. Every pound saved in carriage means
an addition sum employed in developing our
resources.

I maintain those figures conclusively
prove that the opening of Esperance Bay
to its proper trade will not materially

affect vested intevrests ; lint if vested
interests have to be considered when any
work for the benefit of the State is pro-
posed, then the vested interests of other
places are entitled to as much considera-
tion as are those of Perth and Fremantle.
There is no question that in the past an
effort has been made to force as much as
possible of the external tr;,ffic of the State
to go through Perth and Fremantle.
Other members beside my self have com-
plained of this fatal policy of ceutralisa-
tion. The member for Geraldton (Mr.
Hutchison), with others, condemned the
continuance of any such fatal scheme. I
think I have conclusivelyv shown that the
population would be increased, that new
trade would be developed, that expenses
would be decreased on the fields, and
that necessarily, upon that decrease,
an increase of production would follow.
I claim that if the cost of living were
reduced, we should save that X40,000, or
a big- proportion of it, which has been
remitted every inionth from this StaLte,
mostly by men on the fields to keep their
wives and families in other States. I
claim again, as I claimed in the debate
onl the Address, that with the lessened
cost of living which the Esperance rail-
way would undoubtedly bring about,
those men would have their wives and
families on the fields. It umay be taken as
a fact that the population of anl'Y gold-
field district is, roughly, five times as
many as the number of miners employed
in that district. For instance, the
population of Kalgoorlie and Boulder
is roughly .30,000, and the number
of miners emplo 'yed is roughly 6,000.
Take it all through it is about the
Samle. The revenue of Western Aus-
tralia is nearly £220 per head. That
figure is near enough for the purpose of
a rough calculation. I claim, with re-
gard to the number of people employed
in the district in consequence of these
miners being engaged, taken in conjunc-
tion with the revenue, that if the building
of that line would only put on the 800
men at Norseman who were put off, it
would mean an addition of 1,500 people
to the State at least, and this would give
a revenue of £30,000. [MEmBni: Non-
sense!] I am not talking nonsense. I
say that our revenue per head in Western
Australia is something like £18; put it
that way. [Mn&. Puuxiss: £18 10a.]
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Twenty pounds is near enough for the
purpose of a rough calculation. T assert
that the value of the individual to this
State as to the revenue he produces is
£18 10s. We cannot say that one in-
dividual would give so much revenue to
the State and another so much less, but
we can only take the total revenue of the
State and divide it by the total popula-
tion to get what each individual is worth
in his revenue-earning capacity. I took
the amount at £20 for the purpose of a
rough calculation. The population of
Kalgooi-lie and Boulder is, I say,
80,000, and there are 6,000 miners.
Taking the same proportion, an increase
of 300 miners would mean rouahly an
increase of 1,500 people, which means an
increase to the revenue of £30,300 per
annum, an amount that would more than
pay interest on the money necessary for
the building of that line. We are losing
that to the State. I am simply giving
one solitary instance of what the employ-
ment of 300 men would mean to the
State in regard to revenue earning.

MR. MORN: Why not import 50,000,
and build the railway ?

MR. THOMAS: We have been trying
our best to import population. We
have an area in Western Australia of
624,588,800l acres, of which 620,316,539
acres are unalienated. We have a popula-
tion here now of 210,000. We have one
person in Western Australia to every
3.000 acres, We have, I repeat, an
immense area of country. We have a
bigger area of auriferous country than
any country in the world. We have a
tremndons number of undeveloped
resourcpes, ad we are doing our best, or
we say we are doing our best, to induce
people to come to the State and settle.
We arc doing our best to encouraget them
to settle on the land. If they are going
to settle on the land, you want to do the
most you can to protect your markets
and to provide every facility so that there
will be an increased population to cope
with the increased production brought
about. We have a country which would
support a tremendous population, should
we see fit to do away with the policy we
have carried out so'long, that of central-
ising everything in one little spot, Perth
and Fremantle. The matter is of such
vital importance, it would save so much
money to the fields and also to the State,

it would be of such great benefit to
Western Australia as a whole, that if the
Government could not see their way to
build a line out of revenue, a loan for the
purpose would be justified. Objections
were raised to me a little while'ago in
Perth and Fr-emantle by opponents of
this line who told me that the goldfields
did not want it; that if the goldfields
wanted it, it would be a different matter.
It was said: "Look at your own Cham-
ber of Mines in Kalgoorlie, representative
of your companies, represenltative of your
mine managers: they do not want it;
they are going to report against it. If the
Chamber of Mines, after making an
independent inquiry, could only see their
way to support the line, it would be an
entirely different matter." That Chamber
of Mines did make an independent in-
quiry, and appointed nine of its most
competent members to collect evidence and
give an independent, unbiassed opinion.
Some of those nine men had a bias
against the railway before the proceed-
ings of that committee started. That
committee interviewed several Govern-
ment officials, -and had correspondence
with different people, and all available
statistics and reports were placed before
them. They had an extensive corres-
pondence with the Acting Under Secretary
for Public Works, the Under Secretary
for Lands, the Government Statistician,
the Naval Commander in Chief of the
Australian Station, the municipal councils
of Esperance and Norseman, Messrs.
Dalgety and Co., Ltd., Mr. A. J. Diamond,
M.L.A., the Fremantle Harbour Master,
and the Esperance Railwa~y League, to
all of whom the committee are indebted
for valuable information supplied. The
whole of the papers in connection with
that inquiry were laid on the table of the
room when a full general meeting of the
chamber was called to take the matter
of this special committee's report into
consideration. To show you that the
niatter was not skimped, but that they

wninoeverything asthoroughlyasi
Iwas possible to do, T will read you a list of
the documents which theybad before them.
Extracts from supplement to the Aus-
tralian Directory, vol. 1, corrected to
15th November, 1900, published by order
of the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty; Admiralty chart of Esper-
ance Bay and approacbes, No. 2,984,
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published 30th October, 1897, and
corrected to Novemb~er, 1901 ; Admiralty
chart of Esperance Bay anchorage and
Mary Ann Haven, published 19th
November, 1897, and corrected to
October, 1900; Admiralty chart of Cape
L~e Grand to Cape Pasley, with part of
the Archipelago of the Rechercbe' pub-
lished 27th February, 1902; particullars
of cost of the Kalgoorlie-Menzies and
Menzies- Malcolnm railways, furnished by
thle Acting Urider-Secretaiy for Public
Works; report on thle working of the
Government railways and tramnways for
the year ended 30th June, 1901, and
previous years; reports of the Dep--art-
ment of Public Works for the years 1899-
1900 and 1900-1901; statisticall register
of Western Aust ralia and mion thly statis-
tical 'abstracts; report of Mr. J. W.
White, stock and rabbit inspector, on the
country between Esperance and Dundas;
Transcontinental railway, report on pre-
liminary examination of country between
Kalgoorlie and Bucka, by.Mr. John Muir,
inspector of engineering surveys; Year
Book of Western Australia, 1898-1899;
South African Argus, 1897; Natal1
Almanac and Directory, 1900; report of
the South Africa-,n Chamiber of Mines,
1900;i tariffs of the We-stern Australian,
South Australian, Victorian, New South
Wales, Queensland, and Tasmanian rail-
ways; rates per ton mile on the railways
of England, America, Germany, and
South Africa; vain of correspondence
and references from various sources.
I think therefore the House will ag-ree
with me that they had enough informa-
tion before them ; they bad every bit of
information that was available from
every source; and, after examining- every
bit of information they could get, nine
men, some of whomn had a strong bias
before they started their investigation,
brought in a. report in favour, lip to the
hilt, of the immediate construction of
that line, a report which was adopted
unanimously at the full mieeting of that
Chamber. The leader of the Opposition,
in giving a policy speech in the Queen's
Hall - I would like to kblow, Mr.
Speaker, whether I would be in order in
readig it from the paper.
THE SPEAKER: A report of what ? A

report of the proceedings that took place
in the Queen's Hail?

Mna. THOMAS: Yes.

TRE SPEAKER: Certainly that Would
be in order.

Mn. THOMAS:- The lion, member
Isaid:-

People in Perth he believed felt some alarm
in regard to the Esperance Railway. It was
necessary for the advocates of that work to
satisfy the country on three points at least.
They should show that, if the country built
the line, it was not going to render their finest
aetn asset-the Eastern RaiLway-iinprofit-

alIn the next place, it would be necessary
to show that the line would not commit the
country to a very heavy expenditure for the
construction of a harbour at Esperauce. They
wvere not in a position at prtsent to build
another Fremiantle Harbour Works at Esper-
111ce. Thirdly, it muiist he shown that the
railway would be a reproduictive work....
He never had that dread in rcgard to the Esper-
&nce line. that seemed to inspire some people in
Perth. He ma as plesed to see the inanner -in
which the question was being handled on the
goldfields, and to notice that the Associated
Chamber of Mines at Kalgoorlie had appointed
a committee to consider the whole question in
a business-like manner. If the goldfields
could mlake their case clear, we would be act-
ing wisely to build that railway, because if it
was justified it would be justified on the
grounds that the goldfields required it, that
their prospects and psition justified it ;and
that it would, by contributing to the pros-
perity of the goldfields, contribute also to the
prosperity of Western Australia. as a whole.

Then hie goes on to speak in favour of
decentralisation, and quotes figures and
facts of various countries. I claim. that
this report of the committee of the
Chamber of Mines, of a mnost exhaustive
inquiry, is a full answer to the three
points raised. I have tried, and T aum
a frai d th at I have done so at great length,
but I could not cut it short, for I had so
many things to go into, by taking into
consideration every single thing ill con-
nection with the line that I could think
of, taking points in favour and points
against it, and analysing them to the best
of my ability, to prove, and I claim that
I have done so, that those three points
are aiisweredl fullyv. I claim to base
proved that the line would pay; that it
would not make the present line unpay-
able; that a large expenditure would not,
be necessary on the Esperance harbour;
and that the building of the railway would
be for the benefit of the whole of the
State. I do not look at the matter from
at parochial standpoint. I am not argu-
ing purelyr as a goldfields member; though
certainly, if a mnan stands up and says
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it will be of benefit to the eastern fields,
I shall admit it. I submit it would be
for the benefit of the eastern fields and
be the cause of opening up several mines
which cannot now be worked at a profit,
and of settling more pseople on the fields.
This increase of population must of neces-
sity reflect on the importance of Perth
and Fremantle, and be of benefit to the
State as a whole. With every confidence
I appeal to members to do exactly what I
have done, to examine into the question
thoroughly from every standpoint, to look
at fact siad figures in connection with it;
to take my figures-take those of them
which they like and disprove any if the-y
can. These figures from this Chamber of
Mines report have been in print now for
weeks. They have been published. These
statements have to be proved or dis-
proved. If they are proved, the House
should rise above any parochial interest
and support that which is for the benefit
of the State. T have not given general
statistics, but solid facts and figures, and
if they cannot be disproved I claim that
the railway must be constructed. If my
facts and figures can be pushed to the
ground, I have to go down and the rail-
way has to go down. I submit this
motion with every confidence to the
decision of -the members of the House.
(General applause.)

Mx. W. J. BUTCHE R (0-ascoyne):; I
second the motion.

TE E PREMIER (Hon. Walter James):
I rise with very great diffidence to address
the House after the speech by the member
for IDundas (Mr. Thomas), which was
very closely reasoned, very lucid, and
which, even though lengthy, dealt I
think with the question raised in a
manner which, if not convincing, was cer-
tainlyiteresting. I anm inclined to think
that in this discussion we are apt to
confuse ourselves by the multiplicity of
details. I say with ever~y respect that I
think if the hon. membe~r himself had
kept to a few of thc main issues, hie would
have thrown a much greater light on the
subject than be has during the course of
the speech which has% been delivered to
us. This is a very old question. It is old
judged by the standard by which -we
regard age in the parliamentary experience
of this State. The Eastern Goldfields
clamoured for the construction of the
Esperanee railway before any line had

reached Coolgardie. When the present
line was being built towards Coelgardie,
those who were then the leading men of
that localityv put forward a demand for the
construction of the Esperanlce railway, and
ever since that the subject has been before
us more or less directly in every session.
It appears to be one of those questions
quite unaffected by the question of rail-
way rates, quite unaffected by the ques-
tion of gold production, and quite un-
affected by the question of wages. It
started in times when people had not the
time to think of such things as wages or
of gold production, when people were
busy dealing with speculations; and it
has come down to more quiet times, and
it is still here. We have the same
demand for the construction of that
railway.

MEMBER:- Like the poor, always with
US.

THE PREMIER: I must admit to a
certain extent my sympathies are with
those who live on the Eastern Goldfields,
and I admit that if I were living there
no doubt my sympathies would naturally
incline in supporting the attitude of the
bon. member for Dundas. If I were
living on the Eastern Gold fields I should
be more impressed with the arguments
in favour of the construction of the line
than I am impresind with those argu-
mients now. The argument that ought
to be impressed on the mind of every
member is the more important question
involved in the construction of that line.
We shall never approach this question
with a proper atitude if we look at it as
the construction of a line between point
A and point B. I venture to think one
of the obvious thoughts in my mind and
in the mind of every member here must
be: here we have a railway line from our
port of Fremantle to Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie, suffcient, so far as we can
see, to cary the existing traffic. Why
should we build another line to go from
aother point to the same point of ter-
minat ion, to serve the same traffic? I
can find no evidence anywhere in favour
of such a system. If we go to those
countries wh~ere the railways are in the
hands of private people, we do not
find one company building two lines to
one spot, unless for the purpose of
carrying a different class of traffic.
One may find in the old country that a
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company may build a line from an inland
place to a port to which another line is
built, but they do that not for the pur-
pose of dealing with the same class of
traffic, but because unless they have the
two lines someone else will build a. line
and deprive them of that traffic. I do
not know of an instance in any country-
not in Australia nor in any country of
the size of Australia-where you will find
two lines built to one locality for theI
express purpose of serving the traffic
requirements of that one locality. If
between Fremantle and Kalgoorlie there
was intervening country that would be
largely served by the. construction of that
line, and there were the same condition of
affairs applying between Esperane and
Kalgoorlie, then, of course, at once one
would say that the serving of the inter-
vening country might justify the con-
struction of the line. But can one point
to any country where there is a body of
traffic like that on the Eastern Goldfields
served by two lines controlled by one
company or by one State?

Ma. NANsoN: There is the Capetown
and East London line.

THE: PREMIER: The line from Cape-
town to East London branches off from
the line that goes up north. In regard
to the line from Capetown which goes up
through the Orange River Colony, to the
Transvaal, the point where the line from
East London joins is comparatively close
to the starting point, and there is an
intermediate traffic. served by each of
those lines. There is an intervening
country served by each. Take those two
lines from the point of junction where
the lie coming from Capetown joins the
line from East London. These lines
serve an intervening area of country, for
the development of which country these
lines are constructed.

MR. TiaoxAs: What is there between
Charlestown and Johannesburg?

THE@ PREMIER: We are talking now
of lines in one State. As to the instance
where there are three lines, one going
from Cape Colony, one from Natal,and one
from Delagoa Bay for the purpose serving
Johannesburg, in that case there are
three competing, lines built through three
different States for the purpose of getting
some of the trade. The position is
entirely different when there is no
necessity to compete for the trade.

Suppose we were to put ourselves in this
position: supposing we had a private
line carrying trade between Esperance

Iand Coolgardie; I might suggest that
would put us in the same position as
competing States, carrying on to secure
the trade of a third State. There we
would have the element of competition.
What would, be the result? Would the
Government owning one line stand by
with folded arm s and let the trade be taken
from them by a private company? Does
any hon. memuber or any person in the
State think so ? Would not the Govern-
ment line do exactly -what any competing
line of a private rai [way would dole
Would we not say, "1We will compete
and cut prices until we control the trade. "
The country would insist on it. Thepeople
would never allow a Government line
to be controlled by a management which
sat down with folded arms and allowed
the tradle to be taken by some competing
line. If competition arose between Fre-
mantle and Kalgoorlie, and the line was
controlled by a private firm between
Kalgoorlie and Esperanee Bay, there
could only be one end to the contest.
The position would be held by the
Govern ment line, and the State would
insist on that being dlone. I will put it
in this way to narrow it down: sup-
posing a condition of affairs like that did
arise, would not the merchants and the
traders and the producers in this part of
the State insist that every possible energy
should. be put forward to secure the
goldfields trade to those who are carrying
on their manufactures or growing pro-
duce in this State ? And if these
people saw the trade was being interfered
with would they not insist on the rate
being reduced? No one could stop the
mnarigement from cutting rates. The
managemtent would be entitled to say,
" Between A and B I will carry at a
certain price." Differential rates only
apply where there is one management
con trolling. What would happen if a
private line were constructed ? At once
would spring up this competition. The
Government line would cut down the
rates to such an extent that they
would control, if not entirely very
largely, the trade; and the State would
insist on that, because if the State
saw any part of the trade passing into
the hands of persons of other States, the
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people would insist on the railways of the
State being used for the development of
the resources, and would insist on the
rates being reduced as far as possible.
If that be the case, do not let it be for-
gotten that the difference in the returns
by virtue of competition like that would
fall on the shoulders of the taxpayers of
the State, and it would fall just as much
on the people of the goldfields as on
people in the coastal districts of the State.
There would have to be an increase in the
burden of taxation; and if there be an
increased burden of taxation, and if
there be need of finding other sources of
taxation, the goldfields should not forget
that by virtue of the wealth that is there,
the burden may fall on the companies
and on the dividends. A very large
proportion would naturally fall on the
shareholders of companies who are occu-
pied in that industry from which so much
wealth is produced. I want to suggest,
therefore, that it is entirely wrong to take
up the position which has been taken lip.
People say, " Why not let private people
build the line ?" That does not settle
the question. That position has keen
taken up.

MR. THOMAS: Not here.
THE PREMIER: It has been taken

up to this extent and for this purpose not
by, people who say - You ought to do it" ;
but they say "Let us test your sincerity;
whyv do you not let private people build it ?"

kn. HASTIE: No one in the House has
Said that.

Tan PREMIER: I understand the
argument has been used to that extent.
They say, " You are afraid to let private
people build the railway, yet you will not
build it yourselves." So far as theState is
concerned, the difficulty is not removed if
the work is done by private enterprise
or if it is done by the State. It has been
stated, I see in the report which is com-
mended to us, and which it is said should
be entirely accepted-

MR. THOMAS: Oh! no. Read the first
five lines of it.

THE PREMIER: Do you not think it
would be much wiser if I read this par-
ticular resolution ?

ME. THOMAS!± Read the whole of it.
THE PREMIER: Life is too short for

that. It says here:
In view of the fact that the Government has

refused to construct the line, your committee

is of the opinion that public tenders should be
called for the construction of the line, and all
necessary works in connection with the line
and harbour, by private enmterprise on such
terms as will protect the interests of the
State.
I am not wrong in sayin g, therefore, that
it is put forward as a possible solution of
thedifficulty tohavethe lineconstructed by
privateenterprise. Iwas desirous of point-
ing out that the construction of the line by
private enterprise would not remove the
difficulty. Unless the traffic is sufficient
to full 'y emnploy both lines, the taxpayers
will have to stand the loss. What Iwant
to know is this: are the taxpayers of the
State prepared to accept additional bur-
dens like that, unless an abundantly good
cause is put forward to justify it? If
private enterprise is not to build this line
the Government are to build it. Are we
not to apply ordinary principles to the
management of this line? Are we not to
take this line as part of the ordinary
system, or are we to work it entirely by
itself ? Are we to take this line from
Kalgoorlie to Esperance and work it
entirely on its own, regardless that
it is part of the general system and
therefore should be worked in con-
junction with the other lines of the
State? I put it to members in this way:
if this line were constructed by private
enterprise, the State would be bound to
come into competition with it and there
would be cutting to secure the trade.
Why should we apply so entirely differ-
ent a course, that whether the Govern-
ment constructed both lines under those
conditions we should give all the prefer-
ence to the Kalgoorlie- Esperance line,
and throw all the burdens on the
other lines?

MR. THOMAS: Then why not close 1up
all the other portsP

THE PREMIER: We do not propose
to close any ports. We want to see what
is best for the State as a whole; and I
want to point out what appear to me a
few simple, obvious difficulties which my
friend entirely missed, notwithstanding
the mass of detai which almost drowned
the sense of his speech. It must be
obvious that if there are two lines, the
goldfields trade will have to pay for two
lines, and not for one lin only. That is
so, undoubtedly: the goldields trade
would have to pay for both lines. Geld-
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fields residents do not want the State to
pay for either line. [Several inteijec-
tions.] Perhaps I had better repeat
what I said before these interruptions
began. If we build this prolposed line
from Esperance to the Eastern Gold-
fields , then the Eastern Goldfields trade
will have to pay for the two lines, and
not for one alone. If the two lines wore
under different ownerships, comipetition
I say would result, unless there hiap-
pened to be trade enough for both lines.
The question still arises, however you
approach the subject, whether from the
point of view of private enterprise or from
the point of view of Government con-
struction, whether there will be trade
enough to support both lines.

Ma. Monwzi: That is the whole
question.

THE PREMIER: Exactly ; that is
the question; and that question has not
been touched by the mnember for Dun-
das.

MR. Taouxs: 'Good heavens! I
thought I had dealt with it fully.

TnE: PREMIER: The lion. member
contented himself with saying that, at all
events, there would be trade sufficient to
return the £30,000 which he calculated
as being the amount of interest and sink-
ing fund payable aninually on what lie
made out to be the capital outlay
involved.

Mn. THOMAS: I showed that the new
trade would do it.

THE PREMIER: We miust ask our-
selves whether there is traffic enough for
two lines. I shall take the figures sug-
gested by the member for Dundas himself.
He referredl first to the wood traffic,
and when he got on that poit, mny
memory took me back to a period 12
months ago, and I thought I would look
uip what the hon. member then said- It
is put forward as a serious argument for
the construction of 200 miles of railway
that the freight to be earned by the
carriage of firewood would go a long way
towards paying interest on the cost of
construction; that the carriage of fire-
wood would create new traffic, which is
being asked for as a result of construct-
ing the proposed railway, aud the need
for which the hon. member supporting
the line recognises. Now, what did the
lion. member say on the 18th September,

1901, as recorded at page 1025 of last
session'8 Haneard:

That gentleman [a Mr. Ktelso is referred to]
Suns1 up the whole thing by, stating 11ost
emuphatically that ini his opinion-and mind,

ihe i.s a man who should know somiethilng atbout
it-the supply of firewood on our goldfilds
within 25 to 2S wiles of the railway will last
the Kalg-oorlie muines for fully 11 years.

MR. Tiiomms:- The Government have
reserved at lot of the firewood. areas since(
then. Don't forget that.

THE PREMIER: Even if it were not
so, dloes -not this fact strike every neni-

Ibetr, that the enormous quantity of fire-
wood to which the lion. ineniber refers is
s~cattered over a largqe area, of ground ? If
one has to go to the expense of cutting
firewood at a distancue of, sayL, 20 miles oir
30 miles of the line, thencee. to caLrt it to
the lintf aLnd rail it to Kalgoorlie, the cost
of' the firewood is considerably increased.
To-day, the cost of firewood is controlled
by the circumstace that the tree is cut,
so to speak, close to where the rail way
'runs.

Mu. THoMaAs : Oh, Lionsense!
THE PREMIER: Comui aratively sipeak-

MR. MORAN: Compa ).ratively with the
other distance.

THE PREMIER: Yes; certainly. The
cost of firewood depends on avoidiiig
cartage and hanidling as far- as possible.
Just imragine the conditionsi wheu one has
run a. railway through a forest. One
strips eight or ten miles on each side of
the forest; and that, I think, -would not
take very long. What is the position
thenP Would not the cost of firewood
be considerably enhanced in Kalgoorlie ?
However, according to the hon. memnher,
Kalgoorlie will not be in that position for
the next 14 years. After aill, wvhat does
the traffic to he gainted fromn the suppl y of
firewood amount to? Can that traffic he
put forward as a6 serious proposition for
th6 construction of a line of any imupor-
tanceP The consideration might be
sufficient to justify the construction of a
light trannvay, but seriously to advance
it as justifying the construction of such a
railway as this-

Di, . TnoMvAs: The firewood is only
one of the items.

THE PREMIER: It shows how hard
pressed the hion. muember must have been.
Then he pointed out to us what a serious
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Espeauc Ralway 12 AUUST,190.] oion to construct 4 -663

question the timber supply for mines had
become. There, again, he said last year,
according to Hansard, page 1027 --

I need only once again refer to the wires I
received from mine mraagers, showing the
ratio of wnining timber to fulel. It Shows that
if we have 14 years' supply of fuel-
The hon. member there repeats his
previous statement.
we have 1,400 years' mnining timber.

MR. TAYLOR: What is the subject of

that speech ? The Collie railway, I
suppose ?

THE PREMIER:, Yes; the bon. ntem-
her was discussing the question of a Collie-
Goldflelds railway. I am quite certain
the hon. mewmher would not use in oppo-
sition to the Collie-Gold fields railway
project facts and figures which he will
not accept as strictly accurate when they
are employed against himself. It hats
to be borne in mind, even on this aspect
of the question, that the firewood traffic
will not help to create any new trade or
industry. The work is already being
carried on, already employs a certain
number of men, and already creates a
certain volume of employment, on the
goldflelds. On this aspect of the ques-
tion, therefore, the hon. member has
failed to show that the construction of
the line will open up a new industry or
afford additional employment. The hon.
member next advanced, as an argument
for the construction of the line, the
returns from passenger traffic; because,
according to him, Esperance will enjoy
high favour as a. sanatorium. Well, each
of us nmust make uip his own mind on
that point. I am inclined to think that
the passenger traffic receipts springing
from the favour in wvhichb Esperance will1
be held as a sanatorium will not be very
high.

Mnt. TnoxAs:- Oh, but you have not
seen Esperaice!1

THEn PREMIER: No; I have not.
When I am old and grey I shall probably
go there in search of rejuvenation. Those
are two sources of revenue which the hon.
member has put forward as justifying
the construction of the line; the shifting,
transitory receipts from firewood traffic,
and the receipts from sanatorium traffic.
Then the hion. member proceeds to refer
to the transport of material for the con-
struction of the Transcontinental mailway
For my part, I should hardly like to put

forward such a consideoration as justifying
the construction of the line.

MR. THOMAS: I put forward those

receip ts as merely a item. I said that,
if the line were built, we might expect to
get that traffic.

TaE PREMIER: Then I shall elimii-
nate that consideration as being a merely
casual one, on which the hon. membiler
would not rely.

Mr. TnoxAs: It is an item, still.
THE PREMITER: Undoubtedly; anid I

want to know whether it is really an item
which the bon. member seriously puts
forward as justifying the construction of
the line. I have previously' dealt with
two of the hon. member's items: this is
the third itemn, and the last.

MR, THoxAs:- Where does the Norse-
man field come inl?

Tits P REM IER: I am com ing to that
presently. So far as the construction of
the Transcontinebtal railway is concerned,
it is seriously urged that the receipts we
might derive f romi the carriage of material
in connection with the work go some way
towardsa j ustif yiug the construction of the
Esperance railway. The hon. member
even goes so far as to suggest that the
sleepers miight be conveyed from the
timber stations to the West coast, thence
s hi pped to Esperance, a nd from Esperance
railed to their destination. I1 think it is
carrying matters rather far to assume
th at things will be done to such an extent,
that traffic will be diverted to Esperance
in so large a measure. I should think-
I may be wrong-that the Transconti-
nental railway, if built at all, wilt be
built in sections, and that the builders of
the line will carry their material with
them practically as they go. There will
be no desire to pay f reights. If freights
have to be paid at all, the contractor will
add their amount to his price; and the
Federal authorities constructing the line
will. therefore, L shouldiimagine, allow the
contractor to tranisport his material him-
self.

HON. F. H. rIrMSE: The contractor
would. convey it from both ends.

THE PREMIER: Yes. Reference is
then made to Norsemnan. Well, I do not
k-now whether the House is prepared to
build a railway for one mine. If the
House is so prepared, the bon member
has established his ease.

Mia. TnoixAB: That is nonsense 1
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THE PREMIER: Only. one mine has
been put forward, and it has been pointed
out by means of figures, detailed figures
this time-

Ms. TmoxA: I rise to make an
explanation. The Premier must be
thoroughly, well aware that I said, in
regard to the Norseman mines, I would
not deal in generalities, but would give
actual figures, figures which T knew to be
audited and passed as correct, coming as
theyr did from may, own books. Then I
-went on to speak of the district generally.

THE PREMIER: I want to deal with
what the hon. member dealt with, one
mine; and I say that if we are going, to
construct a railway of 200 miles from
Kalgoorlie to Esperance for the purpose
of accommodating one Norsemran mine,
if we are to provide railway facilities on
each side of Coolgardie and Esperance, if
such considerations are sufficient to
justify the construction of long lines of
railway, then the bon. member has
established a case. But I submit, with
due respect to the hon. m~ember, that
because there may be a mine here and
another mine there, and three or four
mines more scattered about a district,
the country is not justified in construct-
ing lines 100 miles this way and 100
miles the other way to serve those minDes
-say, a. Line from here to Esjperance and
a line from there to Coolgardie. For
that is what I understanid the hon.
member to have put forward. I do not
want to disparage Norseman for a single
moment, but I must say that Norseman
has not answered all our expectations. I
have a ken recollection of the very
strong criticism which the late ,Mr.
Vesper showered on Norseman and its
mining capabilities when the proposal to
construct a line from (Joolgardie to
Norseman was before the House, a couple
of years ago.

MR. MoRAN: Your own Colonial Secre-
tary knocked a chip or two off Norseman,
too.

THE PREMIER: That may he. I find,
on looking up the returns, that in 1897
the acreage held under mineral lease in
the Dundas district was '2,882; in 1898
the acreage under lease was 1,547; in
1899 it was 1,352; and in 1900 it was
1,164. So that between 1897 and 1900,
in three years, the acreage held under

mineral lease had fallen from 2,382 to

MR. lIAsTIE: What does, that proveY
MR, Tao 1i As: Takc any old field in the

country, and you will find the same thing.
Mn. TAYLOR: That obtains throughout

the State.
MR. THOMAS: It obtains everywhere,

except on new fields. Take any old field,
and the case is the samle.

TRE: PREMTIER: In 1901 the acreage
hiad fallen to 986. It fell by nearly 200
acres in one year.

MR. MORGANS.: Is not that a good
*argument for the building of a railway ?

THE PREMI1ER: Itis a good argument
*to th is extent:- whle there is one mine,
build a railway; where there arc no wines

*at all, build twyo railways. That is what
it Comes to. I do maintain with every
confidence that although one realises the
disadvantages under which mines labour
when they lack railway communication,
still, if there be mnines Justifying the con-
struction of at line of railway, they make
a better show than is made by the Norse-
man mines.

Mn. MORAN. Have you considered the
crushig. power at Norsemnan for the last
four years?

Tang PREMIER: I find, in dealing
withi this case, that there are so many
branches of discussion which van be
dealt with that it is well, as far as
possible, to avoid some, because one
cannot deal with them all. I was going
to refer to only one or two general
matters, but I have branched off into
these details in order to meet the state-
ments put forward by the member for
Dundas as the basis on which he alleges
that such a volume of new traffic would
be created by the construction of this line
that the new railway would pay its
expenses without interfering with exist-
ing lines. I: want to point out that the
only new traffic the hon. member suggests
is new traffic arising from the carriage of
firewood, from the fares of passengers
going down to Esperance for the good of
their ealth, from the carriage of Trans-
continental railway material, and, lastly,
from the necessary freightage for Norse-
man. I submit to the House that none
of the items put forward can he regarded
as representing sources of new freight.
Even if those sources be to a certain
extent available, they are but very tern-

CASSEINIBLY.] Arution, to con8truct-
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porary ; they soon will have passed away ;
and we shall have two railways on our
hands. When constructing a line we want
to know, not what will he the receipts
for the first year or two, but what
will be-so far ais we (-an possibly
call them so-the permanent receipts.
I really believe that to obtain the in-
creased f reight necessary to maintain two
lines where 11ow we have one, we should
have to rely upon an increase of popula-
tion in the districts served. I do not
know that any importance cau be attached
to inert minute details about the carriage
of firewood, or to similar matters. We
must rely mainly and indeed entirely upon
that prospective increase of population in
the Coolgardic and Kalgoorlie districts;
and in the petition placed before the
House it is the cost and the increased
cost of living, occasioned by the present
rates, which is said to justify this rail-
way, not because a certain amount of
firewood would be carried or agricultural
land thrown open, but because this line
offers an opportunity of cheapening the
cost of living by means of lower freights.
And certainly, if it can be shown that
the construction of this line will lead to at
development of the mnining industry, and
that the population will be almost doubled
ais is alleged, then it can he said the case
is proven. But can we think that the
construction of this line will substanti-
ally reduce the cost of living Y, Of course
that may be said if we allow this line to
stand by itself; if we allow the gold-
fields people to say "We have no obliga-
tion at all towards the State because it
constructed the Frenmantle Harbour or
the Fremantle-Kalgoorlie railway ; we
throw from our shoulders the burden of
the loss on that line, and we insist on
this Goidlields-Esperance line being run
solely in our interests." If that be the
position, then there may be some ground
for saying that this Esperance line,
run entirely on its own merits, may
reduce the cost of living. I do not
say it would, but that it would might
plausibly be argued. Are wre to
understand that is the position, or am I
not right in repeating what I previously
said, that if this new line be built, the
joint workings of the two lines must be
thrown together, the joint expenditure
and the joint profits-LMx. THOMAS:
Hear, bear] -and those two lines must

jointly pay the joint expenses? Now we
are led from thait to ask,, what is likely to
he the cost? I believe the cost of this
railway of 220 miles will be about three-
quarters of a million of mone 'y, which
ought to give us a6 line fair-ly well
equipped from Esperance to Coolgardie
or Xalgoorlie. But I ant satisfied it
would be an absurdity to build that line
unless we built as an inseparable part of
it sufficient harbour accomnmodation at
Es1,erance to carry the necessary trade.
Though the member for Dundas very
modestly say' s now " We need hardly
any accommodation; you can build us a
little jetty which will quite satisfyv us "-
[MR. TmomAs: It is tbere]-we know
as a fact that directly the line is con-
structed, in fact directly it is agreed to,
directly the first fence is got over, there
wvill arise the demand, and the very
proper demand, that if we are to build
an important line like this there must be
a harbour to meet the requirements of the
traffic, sufficiently good to shelter ships
at all times and at all seasons, so that
they can go in and out during all
weathers and load and unload. Why, it
would be intolerable to lhave at such
a port a harbour which could be
entered only in favon.rablc weather, or
iii which, when they had entered, ships
might experience difficulties, causing
increased expense in loading or unload-
ing. It would be essential to have a
satisfactorylharbour. [16R. THomAs: We
have it.] It would be absurd to build a
line like this and not to construct harbour
works. We are told the harbour is at
present all-sufficient; but there are ninny
people who believe it is not; and marine
engineers called in to consider this
question bold the opinion that harbour
works are essential to make Esperance a
safe and commodious port. [Ma.EHAsTnE::
Have they been there lately?] I do not
know that they have been there lately;
but there is a great number of consulting
marine engineers who can give opinions
on a harbour without visiting the spot.
What the country wants must be first
determined before we ask the engineer to
give us a scheme or a price. He wants
to know our requirements and our
ambitions. But to construct an effective
harbour there would cost from a6 quarter
of a million upwards.

Ma. THOMAs: Bosh!I
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Mu. HkRisnn. Who says so ?
Tnnr PREMIER: And when wre hear

in mind the absolute need of a hamrbour
capable of carrying the biggest ships
engaged in the local trade, it must be
obvious that much money would have to
be spent on that harbour. If we allow
for cost of the harbour X250,000 and
£750,000 for cost of the line, we have
roughly a, million of money involved;
and assambhig that, we can borrow the
money at 8-4 per cent. about par-assuni-
mng we get one million net, which we
should not by any means get--the
annual burden cast upon us would 1e
£45,000, which wve should have to pay as
interest and sinking fund, altogether
regardless of working expenses. The
point I want tW make is: taking our
working expenses for this 200 miles odd of
railway per running loileiat the same rate
that they amount to now, about £1,'300
per mile, that will be about £260,000 per
anunil on this new line. In that I alu
including no extra chiarge because of the
special difficulties in securing a water
supply, difficulties which do not now exist
along the line between Fremantle and
Kalgoorlie. With £45,000 for interest
and sinking fund, £260,000 will be our
working expenses every year when this
line is in lull operation, making a total
of, sa ' , .fC300,000. We now make a.
profit on the Eastern Railway of about
£100,000; therefore this increased gross
cost of £e45,000 fur interest -and sinking
fund, and £,260,000 for working expenses,
amounting to £300,000, it might be said
we should set off against the profit made
on our existing line. Assuming that both
the new and the old lines work satisfac-
torily, it does not miatter much whether
one line earn it or the other, when once
we agree that the lines must work
together. So both lines would have to
earn a gross amount of £200,000 mnore
than is earned at present before the rates
could be reduced. It 'nay be said the
traffic carried on the line from h'sperance
to Kalgoorlie will lessen the cost on the
other line: but we should not lessen it
proportionately. It is notorious that
with railway traffic as with other traffic,
the greater the traffic the less the propor-
tionate cost of running the line. It
cannot be said that increased traffic, leads
to a corresponding increase in expenses. I
therefore submit that when we have before

us the fact that we are to keep two lines
to do the work of one, those who wish to
prove that an increased volumie of trade
would pass over those two lines must
prove it, not, I would say, in the clearest
possible manner, but much more clearly
than it has been proved by the member
for Dun das. It is idle to tell us in
general terms that the p~opulation will
increase. We wish to see why it should
increase. It is useless to say: "Oh, it
will increase because the cost of living
will be reduced." That is beggn the
whole question. Will the cost of living
be reduced ? Is the line to reduce the
tost of living to the present residents?
We must. not forget that if the increase
is to arise, it will be because the cost of
livin g is reduced ; therefore thbe reduction
in ust Iake place for the prese nt, population.
Now is there likely to be a reduction in
the cost of living for the present pop uJa-
dion when wc add to the burden of the
State the increased cost involved in the
construction of this work, together wvith
the amount representing its gross espen-
ditu reo? It seems to he transparent that
if we have two lines of railway and use
those two lines to do work which one line

idoes adequately now, obviously the cost
cannot be lessenied, but musmt be increased;
and we cannot prove that the cost will be
lessened unless we ca show that there
will be ain increased amount of freight
passing over those two lines.

MR. RASTLE:- There will be less train
mileage for the bulk of the traffic.

TuE PREMIER: But that would not
affect the figures to an appreciable extent.
[MPn. UASnxE: Wonderfully.] When we
all agree that these two lines must be
thrown together, I do not think we shall
find that the saving would be i-err
appreciable. Besides, we must bear in
mnind that it has yet to be shown that the
cost at Esperance, where the trade would
not be so good, where there would not be
the same facilities for loading and un-
loading, would not be the same as the
cost at Freniantle. [MR. MORAN: And
Esperance is not on a trade route, either.]
True. But Fremanthe occupies a position
which it will for long retain; because
there is a recognised channel. of trade
between the Eastern States and Fre-
mantle and between European ports and
Fremantle. Now I submit it has not yet
been shown-that no sufficient data have

(ASSEMBLY.) Motion to co)wtruct-
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been produced to show us even primin4
Jacid-that there is a need for two lines,
or that any red uction of rates will make
enough work for two, at the same
time avoiding ainy loss. I put it thus :
would a business man build a second
line in the circumstances ? If this
country were a business concern run
by a business man, would he put down
a second line [5Ma. DIAMOND: No.]
Would he not require the stronigest eon-
vincing evidence there was work which
the existing line could not do, and would
he not take uip the position that if extra
train accommodation wore required it
could lie prov'ided more cifectively, from
thle point of view of makinig it pay, by
duplicating the present line than by
making at new oneF It must not be for-
gotten that if We are going to have the
Transcontinental railway, it will involve a
duplication. It means a duplication of
the line between K~algoorlie and Perth,
We see, therefore, the reason for believ-

ig strongly there will be this duplication.
Wh at would be the effect of building this

Esperance line? The effect would he to
delay the construction of the Transcon-
tinental railway; because by the extent to
which the Esperamce Bay railway carries
traffic, to that extent we reduce the in-
ducement, we can offer by way of return
in relation to the duplication of the pre-
sent line; in other words, that the
more the traffic goes from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie, thle more will be the traffic
passing over that portion of the Trans-
continental railway, and the greater will
be the inducement to offer to the Com-
monwealth to construct it. We certainly
shall be in this position. We are building
this railway not for a day or for six
months or 12 months, but if that Tians-
continental railway be built, what will
become of the Esperanice railway ? We
shall have three lines of railway to serve
Kalgoorlie. We shall have the Trans-
continental railway, thle present line from
Fremantle, and also the Esperanice line.
Is there a man who would suggest there
would be sufficient development to justify
those three lines ?

MR. THom~s: I did not know they
were asking for the Transcontinental rail-
waY purely for the convenience of the
gold fields.

Ths PREMIER: It does not matter
what they are asking for it for: if you

take away a certain amount of traffic that
goes along. it and divert it, to that extent
you are taking away front the Transcon-
tinental line and diminishing the chance
of its construction and successful wvorking.
If the Transcontinental railway is to be
constructed very shortly, I am inclined to
think we shall have to take some steps
ourselves for the purpose of holding out
some inducement. I p)ut it to the member
for flundas, irho is extremely anxious
to serve Dundas, Salmon Gums, and
Grass Patch, which line would lie rather
see constr-ucted in the interests of the
goldfields, thle Transcontinental line with
thc broad gauge, or (his line westwards ?

Mu. THOMTAS: For the Eastern Gold-
fields ?

THE PREMIER: Yes.
MR. THiOMAS : There is no question.

The Esperancve line would do much more
good.

THE PREMIER: Would you rather
have thatF

MR. THOMA~S: The goldfields want
both.

THEn PREMIER: If I had to choose
between the two, I should emphatically
say, " I Want the Transcontinental railway
first." I should certainly not be inclined
to say, " We want three railways." I do
not believe any reasonable mati on the
goldfields would put forward such il
unreasonable request.

MR. THOMAS: Can You show how the
Transcontinental railway would cheapen
the cost of living, or reduce the cost of
carriage of goods to the fields ?

Tun PREMIER: lain talking of that
portion of the line between Fremnantle
and Kalgoorlie. We are talking about
thle railway service in this State between
our ports and the Eastern Goldfields. In
connection with the Transcontinental
railway, I want to make this point, that
we are bound to have a duplication of our
line between Kalgoorlie and Fremiantle,
at a comparatively early date; because
we can reasonably and confidently hope
that we shall have this Transcontinental
railway constructed. When it has been
constructed, we shall have the existing
line and the Transcontinental line, and if
we run a Hune from Coolgardie to Esper-
ance we shall then have three lines. I
assert that one line at present is sufficient
for the purpose. It is submitted as a
real railway proposition that the present
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line would carry all the necessary traffic.
II have not beard any argument adduced
or statements made that our present line,
as a mere railway, will not carry all the
trade necessary. But it is put forward
that the line suggested will be to the
advantage of Esperanee, because Esper-
auce is a port nearer to the goldflelds than
Fremantle is. Is that to override all
other considerations which apply ? The
first consideration is that we have one
line now which can do the work; the
second consideration is, that if you build
the Esperanee railway, you are throwing
increased cost upon the ralway system of
the State, which must be made up by the
railway system as a. whole; and a farther
consideration is that if you build this
line from Kalgoorlie to Esperauce at
present, you are lessening the induce-
ment you can hold out to the Federal
authorities to justify the construction of
the Transcontinental line;a. line thle con-
struction of which is, I really believe,
more desired by members of the gold-
fields and in this portion of the State
than is the construction of the Esperance
Bay line. I venture to submit that if
this thing is regarded as a railway
proposition, it is quite untenable. So
far as the interests of the whole Slate are
concerned, when we discuss those it opens
out very wide and important issues. I
shall conttent myself at present by saying
that the first case has not been satis -
factorily answered. Firstly, as a railway
proposition is it desirable? And in that
railway preposition is assumed, first of
all, the question whether our existing
system can carry the traffic, and whether
it can carry it, having regard to all the
circumstances, at fair and reasonable
charges. I do not think any locality has
a right to ask more than that. I take it
that a. farther question is, assuming that
it cannot do that, and that the charges
are somewhat higher than they should
be, will the construction of this second
line, throwing on the State an increased
burden in interest and working ex-
penses and upkeep, enable the railway
system as a whole to run goods cheaper
to Kalgoorlie? I repudiate any sugges-
tion that the' construction of the line
from Esperance to Kalgoorlie should rest
entirely by itself. I think everyone would
agree that the line must he worked in
conjunction with the other lines of the

sy stemn as a whole, the good and the bad
being taken together. I think that,
looked upon from the point of view of a
railway proposition, the hon. member has
not proved his case at present. So far
ais the interests of the State are concerned,
that aspect opens up very wide issues. It
may be that the construction of this line
will lead to such enormous development
in our gold-mining districts in the Eastern
Goldields that the increase of popula-
tion there will more than justify the con-
struction of the line. On the other
hand, it may have this consequence, that
-although it may increase population to a
certain extent, it may take from us trade
which we have a right to say belongs to
Western Australia. I do not believe in
a system of centralisation at all. I do
not believe in that system as appliedI to
this State nor as applied to the Common-
wealth. The industries of this State
should be used to develop the State, and
not for the development of other States.
You can have tzen tralisation, not only in
the State but in the Commonwealth ;
and if we are going to so develop our
railways that they Ahall be used not to
develop our agricultural resources, but
the agricultural resources of South Aus-
tralia and Victoria, that will be centralisa-
tion just as bad, as applied to the Com-
monwealth, as centralisation applied to
the State. We believe that the Trans-
continental railway will not lead to cen-
tralisation, but the contrary.

MR. THioMAs: Will it bring perishable
goods?

THE PREMIER: I understood that
the hon. member, when T was referring
to the Transcontinental railway about
ten minutes ago, said " How will that
red nce the cost of living ?" I took thbe
hon. member to say the line suggested
would reduce the cost of living. Now
he has fear for the farmer and the
squatter, because the Transcontinental
railway will reduce the price of cattle
and perishable goods. There can be no
doubt that the construction of the Esper-
ance Bay line at present is asked for on
the ground that it would enable produce
to be taken to the goldfields at much
cheaper rates than at present. That is
the honest reason, and what I put to
members fairly is, why should we not
here, on the western shores of the State,
develop our own resources? It may be

[ASSEAiBLY.] kotion to con8trwl.



Rwperance Railway:. 2 UUT 92] Mto ocntut

that because our local supplies are so
small to-day 'we pay more than we ought,
but rely uponl it, the cheapness of living
in this State depends entirely upon
our own production, and in no State
can you have cheap living unless that
State can supply the necessaries of life.
It has alwaYs been our trouble in
the past that we have had to imkport
so much. Those who advocate the con-
struction of this line do so on the
ground that it will enable people to
g et cheap produce. In mi)y opinion, it
will not do so. But even if it would, we
appeal to them and say, "1Why should
they not throw in their lot with us and
assist to develop the western shores of
this State ?" They come here, and we are
all here as mnembfers of Western Aus-
tralia, and to promote the best interests
of Western Australia. We mnust take the
good -with the had. We cannot expect to
have it all 'good, and we cannot expect to
see an industry always flourishing. We
cannot expect to see the mining industry
always flourishing. In every country the
strong industry must help the weak
industry over its earlier periods, and I
say that if those who support this line
and honestly believe the construction of it
will cheapen produce, wvill look ahead for
a few years and realise that they owe a,
duty to this State and to the Common-
wealth to stim elate and develop the State
and all its resources, I think they will
come to the conclusion I hold to-day, that
we must as far as we possibly can give
every encouragement to our local pro-
ducers, and the more we can stimulate
them, sand the larger the area of land we
can throw open to selection and have
settled, the sooner shall we settle this
question of the cost of living. That
q uestion will never be settled until we can
here in Western Australia produce the
necessaries of life. Any work that delays
it will tend to perpetuate a systemn which
for all time will place a tax upon the
people of this State by preventing them
from obtaining cheap necessaries. I am
afraid I have diverged a bit in discussingy
this matter. I have expressed my viewys
on the question, and I hope I have not
been selfish in it at all. I can sympathise
entirely with those who live on the gold-
fields, and believe that the construction of
this line would reduce the cost of livigto them- I do not think it will. Pr

haps, if I were living there, I would say,
"Well, we will risk it." I should lie

inclined to take a, very rosy vew of the
arguments adduced. It may be that
because I live down here I take a. -more
cautious view. If you want us to build
two lines to one place, the onus of proof
rests upon those who want us to do that
work. If you want to spend money f romn
loan funds, the onus rests upon those who
want the money to be so expended. Is not
every Premier j ustified in say ing, "Unftl
you have proved your ease, things must
remain as they are F" And is there a, mem-
ber iii the Ho~use who will say I am not
justified, and this House is not justified,
having listened to the arguments of the
member for Dundas, in returning the
Scotch verdict of "1non proven ?" That,
I think, is the position. It must be clear
to every member that we cannot agree to
this motion. The question has not yet
been before the country. Whilst, cer-
tainly, the mover of this motion and
other members who have been returned
here are supporters of the Esperance
railway, the question has not been put
before the country so definitely as it
ought to he. Even if to-day I had been
converted b y the lion. member's argu-
ments, or by other arguments, I should
not feel it compatible with my duty lo
my electors to vote for the motion. The
electors are entitled to be considered, anti
I do not th ink a work like this should he
sanctioned until after a general election.
After all, the lion. member birings forward
this motion, I believe, for the purpose
not so much of carrying it as for the(,
purpose of discussing it.

MR. THOMAS: TO ca-rry it.
Tu PREMIER: 1 should hope for

the purpose of having it discussed. And
I do not think he can seriously ask the
House to adopt the motion on the argu-
ments brought forward.

MR. THFOMAS: Then what are the
IGovernment carrying on a permanent
su rvey for?

THE PREMIER: Goodness knows
why they are doing it! Bitt I am talking
about the arguments which the hon.
member has used. I have put before
the House the reasons why I think the
time is not ripe for the construction of
this line, and if the people of the Eastern

Godilslooked atthe interests of the
State as a whole, not for to-day only but

[20 AuGUST, 1902.] Motion to Coustruct.
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even for ten years hence, I do not think
they would be as enthusiastic as some are
to-day. I regret that I have trespassed
on the patience of the House so long, I
oppose the motion because I1 am not
satisfied with the arguments of the hon.
mewmher, or that lie has proved his ease.

31u. HASTIE (Kanowna):; I do not
think any member in the House is
surprised at the speech of the Premier
which we have just heard, and very
largely for this reason. Whether the
railway should be built from one certain
portion of the country to another ia
entirely a geographical qluestion, and I do
not far a inoment expect it possible for
the member for Dundas to convert a
member for a Perth constituency to his
view on this particular question. Farther,
if the House will bear with me T will try
to show how it is impossible for the
Premier to be considered a fair judge in
this matter. He told us over and over
again that the member for Dundas had
not proved his ease, and although be did
not put it in so many words, he told us
that he was the judge. I submit that
from some of the observations of the
hon. member he cannot be considered a
judge on a. matter of this kind, and
mainly for this reason. It- is obvious
f rom, some of his remarks he is practically
unacquainted with most of the goldfields
problemns, and withi many considerations
which are peculiar to the goldfields alone.
For instance, there was one small point
hie mentioned.. He referred to the Trans-
continental railway and the member for
Diwdas's contention that if that railway
was built from. Esperaunce there would be
a lot of stuff sent by that line a great
deal cheaper, and he went on to tell us
that that could not be if the line were let
by contract. The contractor would bring
his own material along from the place
from where it could be landed cheapest
at Kalgoorlie.

THE PEmER: Why not start it at
Fremantle ?

Ma. HASTIE: If a, contractor built
a 4ft. 84in . gaugte line froniFremantle
to) Kalgoorlie, that contractor would -not
take his stuff from there if by getting it
from Esperance he could save 160 miles.
That is the position of- affairs, that goods
can be brought via Esperance, by a Sit.
Gin, gauge line cheaper than they can be
brought from Fremantle by a 4ff. Shin.

*gauge line. That is a question which
may not be important, but it is a con-
siderable element in the case. The
Premier said that the member for
Dundas bad contradicted himself;, that
the member for Dundas last year said
there was a fourteen years' supply of
timber for the mines within twenty miles
of the Esperance line. That was last
yer The bon. member is not aware
that since that time almost one half of
the timber has been reserved for the
local -mines.

THx PaSmiER: Which is the more
simple thing, to do, to re-move the reserve

*or construct the line?
Ma. HASTIE: I should say that the

reserve should not be removed at the
present time. Instead of there being 14
years' supply of firewood for the Kal-

Igoorlie mines there is only about half
that now, or at most a ten years' supply.

IThen the Premier rathmer surprised most
of us from the gold fields by pointing out

*that the acrea.ge taken up for mining
purposes was decreasing iand he asked
the House to believe that therefore there
was less mining going on, Perhaps the
Premier does not know that there is
always an increased acreage taken up at
a speculaitive period, and so long as the
speculations last, so there is little mining
going on. But perhaps ltme Premier is
not aware that, as far -as I have noticed,
there is a decreased acreage in every
mining field in this country.

THn PaEArmi: I mentioned thiat in
the Perth town hall, six weeks ago.

MR. HASTIE: Then why introduce it
here?

THE PnnnanR: Because it is so ab-
normal.

MR. HASTIE: The Premier has told
us that about a thousand acres were taken
'up for mining purposes at Norseman at
the present time. If there are nine
hundred acres, then that is sufficient to
constitute a good field. In Kalgoorlie at
the present time there are not 900 acres
being used. This statement was brought
forward to depreciate Norseman. The
Premier began his remarks by referring
to pri vate-en te rpri se railways, and I think
he somewhat unduly credited the member
for Dundas with claiming that a private-
enterprise railway ought to be constructed
from Esperance.

CASSE-MBLY.] Imendinent, to inquire,
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Tan PRumER: The bon. member said
so.

MR. HASTIE: I amx sure no one in
the Mouse seriously entertained the pro-
posal. If the hon. member had done so
he would have been stoplied by this con-
sideration. The principal opponents of
the railway at the present time are the
people in the metropolitan district, and
if those people were told that the
traffic from the new line was to
be handed over to private persons, the
metropolitan people would raise tell times
the number of objections they do to the
Government buildling the line. If a
private firm had a railway to Esperance
they would move heaven and earth to
take awv every ton of traffic from the
Government line, and they in all proba-
bility would do us considerable harm.
Really the position, ats the Premier clearly
stated, is that we caninot claim that injury
cannot be done from Esperance. We
must maintain that we have sufficient
traffic not only to keep the line from
Esperance to the goldfields going, but to
bear our share of the line from here to
the goldflelds. It may he true that the
hon. member's figures did not beaur that
out. But so far7 as I have heard from
tiiose who are capable of making a calcu-
lation, there is little to he feared in that
direction. After all this is really only a
point in the question, and it seems to me
that the members of the House, like the
Premier himself, are not exactly in a posi1-
tion to say wvhether or not the line ought
to be constructed. Therefore, I Shall
move anl amendment to the motion of the
member for Thindas, and I shall ask him
to accept that amendment particularly
for the reasons I have mentioned, that
the Premier, and probably a number of
other members of the House, do not feel
altogether capable of deciding exactly
whether this question should be settled
or not. My amendment is:

That all the words after " House" be struck
out, and that the following words be inserted
in lien thereof :-"The desirability of con-
structing a railway connecting Esperance Bay
with the Eastern Goldfields be made the sub-
ject of inquiry by a R oyal Commission."

I have a reason for bringing forward this
amendment. This is not the only rail-
way that is asked for from this Parlia-
ment. In addition to this railway to
Esperance, we are practically asked to

build a railway from the Collie to the
goldfields. We are asked to build a rail-
way from Port Hedland, another to
Jandakot, another from Mount Magniet
to TLawlers or the alternative route from
Lawlers to Leonora. We are also asked
to construct a line from Fremantle to
Jarmhbdale. [Mr. JACOBY: And Wanl-
neroo.] I have not yet considered that
question, but I must admit that if we
consider tlhe construction of one line it is
only fair to consider the construction of
the other lines. When we cannot build
all the liues, the position to take up is to
build the one that is of the most import-
ance. The Premier and all other critics
admitted, as in the case with this line,
that the Esperanee line Will affect
thousands of people in this country to a
ten times greater extent than any of the
other railways that have been suggested.

MRt. MORAN: Do you propose to sub-.
mit all the lines to a commission?

MR. HASTIE : If a commission deals
with one at a time, that will do. After a
commission places the naatter fairly before
us, the House will be able to decide
whether it is wise for us to approve of the
Esperance or any other line. The sup-
porters of each line can bring forward aL
particularly promising case, and it wouldl
be very difficult for us on the goldfields,
when some of these other railways are
brought before the House, to say whether
they should he constructed or not.
Therefore I can sympathise with thoso
Who are not acquainted with the gold-
fields. The member for West Per-th (Mr.
Morau) satys "We do not need Parlia-
nment at all, then ;" but unless Parliament
has all the information on the subject, it
is incompetent to decide as to thle con-
structiou of the railways.

MR. MORAN: Parliament has control.
AIR. HASTIE: What is the use of

Parliament having control, if it has not
the information that it should have P

MR. MORAN : The avenues are open to
thiem.

MR. HASTIE: The avenues are not
open to them. No manl canl deride a
question unless he has the report of soe
one Who has made a particular point of
becoming acquainted with time pros and
Coss of the case.

MR. MORAN: WVhv not have a Royal
Commission for all public works, then ?
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MR. HASTIE: I certinly believe in a
Royal Commission for all public works,
esp~ecially when they involve the expendi-
ture of a. large sum of money;- and last
year I was one of those who supported
that idea warmly. I do not know if it is
possible to elect a permanent Royal Corn.
mission at the present moment, and in
lieu of that I take the next best thiiig we
can get.

Mut. JAcony : Thea you caa do away
with the Ministry.
MR. HASTIE: That does not do

away with the Ministry. If members
will consider the question they will agre
with me that if we do not hiave some
advisory board of this kind, it is imipos-
sible for the Ministry to deal with all the
questions that come before them.

MR. MORAN: What about the expert
officers ?

Mn. HASTIE: As for the expert
officers, how can we expect that even so
hard-working an official as the Minister
for Works should consider all the
hundred and one reports coining to him.
every week ? How can we expect that
lie should make himself conversant with
thle full and exact circumstances of a case
appertaining to a portion of the country
which is. strange to him, as Norsemnan
and Esperance Bay arc?

Mu. MoRAN: Those districts are not
strange to Parliament.

MR. HASTIE: They may not be
strange to Parliament, but theMinister
for Works will be practically the only
adviser of the Cabinet on this subject,
and the Cabinet will be the only source
from which advice will be submitted to
Parliament.

MR. MoRAN: Why, the Government
engineers are at Norsemnan and Espernce
every week.

Mn. HASTIE ; True, the Government
have engineers there: but engineers, after
all, cannot always be depended onl, more
especially to deal with such a. question as
that of the Esperance harbour, unless
those engineers report to a commission
composed largely of technical experts.
The Premier, for exaw pie, told us to-day
that his harbour advisers declared that it
would cost a quarter of a million to make
a decent harbour at Esperance. So far
as I understand the report of the English
Admiralty authorities, however, to make

a, very good harbour indeed at Esperance
would not cost a quarter of that amount.
And so it is. If you leave these matters
entirely to the Government, that is to say
entirely to the Minister for Works, you
cannot expect to have them so thoroughly
gone into as they would be if remitted to
a commission possessed of sonic technicTal
knowledge. Such a commission, if ap-
pointed, can deal with the various
questions, such as the cost of the railway
and the cost of harbour improvements.
The Premier's estimate of the total cost
is one and a, quarter millions, but other
authorities, with at, least as good sources
of information as possessed by the hon.
gentleman, place the estimate at three-
quarters of a million.

MR. MORAN: The Premier gave his
sources of information.

MR. HASTIE: No; the Premier has
not given us his sources of information.
II did not hear him state them. All I
iheard was that the responsible officers:
could be depended on to give an estimate
of the cost of harbour imuprovemients, At
all events, that question is most import-
ant. The second point arising for con-
sideration is a general one which also, I
admit, as the Premier pointed out to us
about a fortnight agro, is of the utmost
importance-the effect of cheaper car-
riage on the goldfields. No doubt it is,
as has been remarked, rather a curious
thing to ask an independent commission
to pronounce on a, question which must
necessarily be a. question of politics. I
have to point out, however, that men of
independent mind are at least"s likely to
form a. good opinion as any Administra-
tion can be; since every Administration
has a hundred and one other matters to

Iattend to.
Mn. MoRAN:- Evidently you do not

believe in responsible government.
I MuR. HASTIE:- I do believe in respon-
sible government, but I am not inclined
to blamne the Government for every detail
of events occurring during their adminis-
tration. Unlike the member for West
Perth (Mr. Moran), J do not approve of
that.
Ma. MORIN -This is a matter of

public works policy.
MR. HASTIE: Trute; but before form-

ing a policy we req uire to know the facts
of the case.

[ASSEMBLY] Amendment, to inquire.
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MR. MORAN: Where are you going to
get the independent men for your com-
mission ?

Mr. .Thconr : From Victoria or South
Australia.

MR. HASTIE: My amendment does
not ask that commissioners shall be
imported from another State: it merely
asks that their selection be left to the
decision of the Government. Originally,
I was disposed to ask that at least two
members of the commission should not be
residents of this State, and indeed should
have no interest whatever in the State.
My object was to secure that, as far as
possible, the commission should be above
suspicion. If the motion be carried, and
the Premier find a good man, say in
Adelaide, a man in the highest degree
fitted for the position, I have no doubt
that man will be appointed. Otherwise
let the Premier find such a man else-
where. The third question, with which
the Premier dealt very fully, is one on
which, in my opinion, a commission might
advantageously be asked to express an
opinion; and that is, the effect of the
proposed new line on the traffic of our
Eastern Goldfields railway. The com-
mission mnight also be asked to forecast
the general effect of the building of the
Esperance line on the State as a whole.
I admit that this is rather a large order,
and many members may' be ready to laugh
and jeer at the idea of three or five
peopl6 being specially selected to deal
with so important a question; but the
same gentlemen who laugh at that sug-
gestion would hand over not only this
question, but a hundred other very
important questions to six or seven
gentlemen, and ask those six or seven
gentlemen to decide all those questions.

MR. MORNa: We hand over the rail-
ways to one man. -

MR. HASTIE : This amendment does
not propose that the railways should be
handed over to one muan. No one, so far
as I know, asks that the commission
should be given any executive power.
The commission will have only instruc-
tions to collect information and to place
that information before Parliament.
Another reason why it seems to me most
desirable that we should have the ques-
tion of this railway decided, so far as
possible, by a Royal Commission is this.
As I have said, the question is mainly

geographical; and if it come before the
Cabinet we know exactly how it will be
decided. We know for this reason: the
Premier, the Minister for Works, the
Minister for Lands, and the Hon. M. L.
Moss-four out of seven, and therefore a
majority in the Cabinet-are men whose
every interest, whose dearest hopes are
centred in and about Perth. Is it con-
ceivable that four gentlemen such as these
should entertain a high opinion of the
project of building a railway from Esper-
ance to the Eastern Goldfields ?

MR. MORAN: Evidently you have a
very poor opinion of the Cabinet you
support.

MiNISTERIAL MEMBER: What about
Parliament ?

MR. HASTIE: Where does Parlia-
ment come inP If there were a pos-
sibility of the goldields getting a
majority in the House, then Parliament
would have a say ibut thle goldfields
have not much chance of that, for this
year at any rate. I do not in any way
disparage the Government as an advisory
board, or as an executive board ; but
there are some things which even the
best Administration in the world cannot
(to; and, moreover, there are some matters
in connection with which it can be accu-
rately foretold how Ministers will act,
provided onlv we know the districts
Ministers come from. The member for
West Perth (Mr. Moran) was one of those
ready to laugh at the idea of this com-
mission; but that hon. member, while
representing a gold~fields constituency,
delivered in this House some most
eloquent orations in favour of a certain
railway.

MR. MORNa: Certainly.
MR. HASTIE: Th favour of the

Norseman railway.
MR. MORAN: Where from P
MRs. HASTIE: Where from is a

secondary consideration. I do not doubt
that the hon. member, if he believed in
the Norseman railway, would take that
railway either from Esperance, or from
Coolgardie.

MR. MORNa: Why don't you quote
Hansard? You looked up'-my speeches;
but they did not suit you, I suppose.

Mn. HASTI2 : I have not looked up
Hansard. I do say, however, and the
House will believe me when I say it, that
even the member for West Perth has not
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the courage to stand for a goldfields con-
stituency anad pronounce himself against
the Esperance railway; just in the sane
way as the hon. member had Dnot the
courage, when standing for West Perth
recently, to say that he would give the
Esperance railway even secondary con-
sideration. Thus, even in that hon.
member'e case, courage is mainly a ques-
tion of peography. Yo.r eeos

Ma. HASTIE: All of us are more or
less generous; but I venture to believe
that the goldields representatives in this
House are just as independent and just
as brave in informing their constituents
of opinions in which they differ from
their constituents as is the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Quinlan) himself, and a
great deal more so than any member
representing a Perth constituency. I
shall not proceed farther on this particn-
lar line of argument. I have made my
position as clear as possible. I wish to
rewind the House that throughout Aus-
tralia there are only two ways of getting
a railway. The first way is to satisfy
Parliament of the wisdom of building the
railway; and that end I seek to achieve
by the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion. The commission will place in the
hands of Parliament the means of coming
to a conclusion on the subjec6. The other
way to obtain a railway consists of log-
rolling, which art, unfortunately, is not
dead. It is an art which has been just
as greatly practised in Australia as in its
birthplace, America. It is the old game,
" You vote for my line, and I'll vote for
yours."

MR. STONE:± And then you get
hooked out by a Royal Commission.

Ma. HASTIE: Here we have not yet
started log-rolling; but if the system
should take root, it will not, I think, find
an opponent in the member for Greenough
(Mr. Stone), because one of the lines
proposed immediately affects the district
which the hon. member represents. We
are in a dangerous position. Of the half-
dozen lines I have mentioned, some at
least will be strongly advocated by the
majority of.- members of this House.
There is the great danger. Victoria, a
few years ago, was practically in this
position. The Gov~rnment, having begun
to build railways, were subjected to great
pressure. Many members declared openly

that they would vote for a, certain line
only on condition that the members
whose constituencies wvere affected by the
line would vote, in return, for a line
advantaging the constituencies of those
who supported the first. In 1890, or
189 1, there were 18 proposals for railways
submitted to the Government of the day,
the Gilhies Government, which -adopted
them all. [Several iuterjec-tions.] The
Gillies Government did not die before
1891 or 1892.

MR. DAGOLIEH: Oh, that is absurd!
Munro was in power before then,

MR. HAST TB: The Gillies Govern-
ment was, in power during 1890 and.
1891 ; and if the hon. member interject.

ing will look up the records he will see
tat the facts are as I state them. I

desire that this Parliament shall not have
an experience of log-rulhing. I feel
certain, however, that we shall have such
experience unless the House be furnished
with all the information required to enable
it to form a, conclusion as to whether any
railway proposed ought or oughit not to
be constructed. I beg to move the
amendment which I have read.

Mn. W. 2W. PURKISS (Perth):- I
second the amendment. I am and
always; have been opposed to the con-
struction of this railway. I think it is
inexpedient. At the same time, Ilaw not
afraid to court due inquiry into the
merits and demerits of the case, to refer
this questiou to the body to which the
mover of the amendment desires it to be
referred. I think any body of men must
have a very weak case if they cannot
afford to have a due and searching inquiry;i
so while I second this amendment, I do
not of course in any waty pledge myself
to the terms of the m~otion.

Mn. MORAN: Will you be bound by
the finding of the commission P

MR. PURflSS: I say I do not
believe in this railway. I have always
expressed a very strong opinion about it.
I think it inexpedient and undesirable to
construct it; but looking at the question
from all points of view, I say I should
have a, poor case indeed if I were not
willing to submit th e question to impartial
inquirry. [MR. MORAN: And be bound
by the decision?] No. No report of a
Royal Commission is binding. How
many relports of commissions has this
House adopted? How many reports of
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commissions of which the hon. member
has been the father have been adopted
by him ? [Ma. JACOBY: Then what is
the goad of Royal Commissions ?] Why
do we appoint Royal Cotamissions?
What was the good of the Coolgardie
Water Scheme Royal Commission ? All
know that a great deal of good came of
it. And although I have strong and
emphatic views on this question, I am
not afraid of its being investigated by an
independent board. It is a poor ease
which cannot stand reference to an out-
side and impartial body. [Mu. DAGLISH:
At what cost?] Never mind the cost,
This has been a burning questiou which
will continue to crop up time after time;
and therefore T have no objection to
the Royal Commission suggested. LetI
an independent body inquire into it,
anid let the question die or let it live for
ever. I wish it clearly understood that I
am opposed to the construction of this
line. This is not the first time I have
expressed that view; but I have no
objection to an impartial inquiry, the
outcome of which I believe will be a
report that it is inexpedient and inad-
visable to build this railway.

Mia. J. L. NANSON (Murcbison): I
am glad the member for Kanowna moved
this amendment; because, although I am
in sympathy with the motion, I should
'have hesitated at this stage to vote for a.
proposal which, if carried, could be
regarded only as pledging the House to
urge the immediate construction of the
Esperance railwvay. But the amendment
puts on the matter a. somewhat different
complexion, and is, I take it, a request
from the goldields that the House give
to the goldields the very fullest oppor-
tuinity of proving their case for the
construction of this line. Something has
been said within the last few minutes, by
way of interjection to the remarks of the
last speaker, in derogation of the work of
Royal -Commissions; and I am by no
means wedded to the principle of appoint-
ing a Royal Com mission on any and every
occasion. But I contend that the question
of the Esperance Railway is essentially
one which should, in its preliminary stages,
be dealt with by a Royal Com mission;
not with any idea that the commission
will approach finality on the subject, but
with the idea that the commission will
supply the House with information of

Iwhich it stands very much in need. I
should like to compliment the member
for Dundas on the way in which he put
his ease. Unfortunately, I was not able
to hear the whole of his long speech; but
the parts I did hear convinced me that on
this subject he is bursting with infor-
mation, and that he has all the conviction
upon it that any member could desire.
But when a member delivers a speech
which can be divided under no less than
ten heads, then I think I may say those ten
heads are something more than any single
ordinary head can he expected immediately
to grapple with. 'Theref ore, if we appoint
a Royal Commission of inquiry, the hon.
member, out of the fulness of his know-
ledge, will be able to go before that comn-
mission, and other goldfields residents
will be able to do the same, and to state
their case with all possible amplitude;
and the people on the coast and in the
agricultura[ districts also, who fear the
terrible results that are to happen if this
railway be built, can put their side of the
case before the commission. The com-
mission will then prepare its report; and
that report, with the evidence, will go out
to the public of Western Australia. And
I have yet to learn that if a fair case be
put before the people, the people will, at
a general election, hesitate to give a
verdict in accordance with the demands
of justice and of equity. If the House
refuse the request for a Royal Commis-
sion, I venture to contend that it places
itself in a rather peculiar position, which
almost stultifies its previous action. We
are told by way of interjection-because
I do not think any member has yet
spoken in opposition to the amendment,
though perhaps the member for West
Perth (Mr. Moran) will speak against it
later -that the commission will land this
country in considerable expense. Surely
that is a. somewhat trivial objection when
one considers the issues at stake. What,
after all, is this expense likely to be ? I
suppose £2,000 or £3,000, at a very
liberal estimate. And did the House
consider the question of expense when it
allowed a former Government to go to
the far greater expense of sanctioning at
permanent survey of the .lisperance rail-
way ? What possible reason was there
for allowing a permanent survey of that
line if hon. members were not prepared
to build that line ? Personally, I must
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admit that I am opposed, and have
always been opposed, to authorising
a permanent survey at this stage.
In this matter we have put the cart
before the horse. An absolutely inde-
pendent Royal Commission should have
come first; and then, if the evidence
discovered by the commission we-re
of ouch a nature as to justify a per-
manent survey,, it would have been time
enough to make that permanent survey.
There is such a thing as a flying survey,
-which would. have sufficiently answered
the purpose. It is impossible to success-
fully maintain that a permanent survey
for a railway should have been sanctioned
by the Government unless there was a
very strong feeling on the part of the
Government that the line should be con-
structed. And a very serious responsi-
bility rests upon a Government which
asks Parliament to sanction a permanent
survey of a railway merely as a soft of
sop to the goldfields members, merely to
persuade the goldields members that the
Esperance railway question will be dealt
with at some future date, when there is
-no idea whatever of dealing with it
effectively. I do not hesitate to say
action of that kind presupposes a flagrant
waste of public money; and I will go
even farther, and say it is politically
dishonest in a, Government or in a House
to sanction a permanent survey if it be
so much opposed to the construction of
this linie as the hearing given to the
speech of the member for lDundas would
lead. us to suppose.

Mn. DiALIBER: You did not say that
last session, when the survey was proposed.

MR. NANSON: The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) is at liberty to
quote anything, as he is well aware, that
I said. last session in regard to the railway.
My remarks with regard to the Esperanee
railway are on record in Hansard, and
although I do not wish to weary the
House myself, I shall be most pleased if
the lion, member will do me the pleasure
of -refreshing my memory and the memory
of the House With any'remarks J made
at the time.

Mn. DAGLISH:- It is what you did not
Say.

MR. NANSON: I am referring to what
I said and what the House did. I have
my own opinions with regard to the
Esperance railway, and if the member

for Subiaco can point to any action of
mine last session with regard to that
railway which is in the slightest degree
inconsistent, he is welcome to do so, and
I do not fear that I shall not be able to
meet him. There is another reason it
seems to tue why this matter should in
its early stages be referred to a Royal
Commission. It is useless to deny the
facot that there is very great difficulty in
obtaining from this House an absolutely
unbiassed and impartial opinion in regard
to the construction of that line. What
chance would any member of the House
have of being elected for a Perth con-
stituency if he were to go before that
constituency and advocate the construc-
tion of the Esperance railway ?

Hin. MoRNw: You said just now the
country had always given an unbiassed
opinion.

MR. NAINSON: I refer to the position
at the present stage. I say I san ashing
for a commission that the people of this
country may be brought into a more
reasonabe frame of mind so that we mayv
change their prejudices, if there should
happen to be prejudices. To carry the
argument farther, conversely I would ask
what chance would a member of this
House have of being elected for an
Eastern Goldields constituency if he went
as a direct opponent of the lEsperacee
railway ?

MR. KORAN:- I went twice and was
returned on it

MR. NANSON: The hon. member was
beaten badly the second time.

Mnt. MORAN:- No; the third time.
Ma. NANSON: The hon. member

suggested that hie was elected on two
oecasions whilst opposing the Espemane
line. He was defeated the third time.

MR. STONEg: Not on that point.
MR. NAN SON: I suppose not on that

point. I suppose when a candidate is
defeated it is not on one issue but on a
number of issues combined, and their
combined force is enough to unseat him
and put someone else in his place; but
even supposing the member for West
Prth, with all his eloquence and powers
of persuasion, with all his sk-ill in argu-
ment, was able on two occasions to con-
vince the people of the Eastern G3oldfields
that the Esperance railway was not
required, we have to bear in mind the
fact that the bon. member has been away
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from the Eastern Goldfields for some
years. They, have lost the charm of his
presence and of his influence. He has
been engaged in wooing the electors of
West Perth, and, I amn glad to say, in
wooing them successfully. I venture to
think that if the hon. member with some
Quixotic -I will not say Quixotic, but
will withdraw that expression-with the
independence that characterised him on
previous occasions, were to go to the
goldfields and contest an election on the
question of the Esperauce railway, I very
much fear that I should have to lament
his disappearance from this House, and
there is no member I should like less to
see leave it, especially at thle present
time. When a deputation waited upon
the Premier the other day in order to
make this very reasonable request for the
appointment of a Royal Commission, the
rec eption which the deputation met with
struck ins as somewhat surprising. One
member introduced the deputation, and
before any other member could get his
gun set and brought to bear on the
Premier, the Premier opened fire and
disposed of the subject absolutely, with-
out allowing any others to present their
fail arguments with regard to it.

Thng TnnAsuuxn: Considering a three-
quarters-of-an-hour speech from the
member for Dundas, it is not surprising.

Mn. NANSON: I suppose the hon.
member may have been afraid of what
was to follow ; but if he pursues these
tactics, if when deputations wait upon
him he shows an indisposition to hear
the other side, and if in this House he
attempts to block the appointment of a
Royal Commission, it will not be an
altogether unnatural supposition on the

r at of the goldflelds people if they
lieve they have a strong case to be sub-

mitted to the investigation of a commis-
sion. I fancy that if the case against
this Esperance railway be as strong as
the Premier was endeavouring to wake
us believe an hour or so back, the very
best way of disposing of it is to appoin~t
this commission and compel the gold-
fields to prove their case. Depend upon
it that no matter whether you are dea~ling
with a railway, a question of ethics, or of
commercial expediency, or any question
whatever, the best way is to fight it out
and let the truth prevail, to test it in the
open and let each side bring everything

it can in support of its belief. In that
way, sooner or later, the truth is bound
to appear, and I hope it will be a long
time before any considerable portion of
the membrrs of this, House will oppose
any suggesition that is likely in a very
complicaed and very difficult subject to
lead to the unravelling of the truth. I
had intended to go at some length
possibly into the merits and demerits of
this railway. I had intended to point
out that it was for the goldfields really* to
consider whether the Esperance railway
should take precedence of other pressing
works which the country, and perhaps
the goldfields, require. For mny own
part, I amn inclined to think that the
Transcontinental railway is of nmore
urgent importance than the Esperance
railwav. I think a~lso that, if the feeling
on the Eastern Goldfields were quite so
strong and emphatic in regard to this
railway as we have been led to expect, we
should have had a united goldfields party
in this House, seeing the great influence
it possesses, not necessarily to get the
Esperance railway, but at least to get an
equivalent concession in the place of that
rIlway a concession which would cheapen
the cost of gold production on the fields.
I1 refer to the necessity of cheapening

Ifreights on the existing line, so that the
gold -mining industry should not he
hampered as it is at present with the
very heavy cost of transport. In
regard to this question, whether we
build the Esperance railway or not,
we must at least make some con-
cession to the goldields to enable them
to engage in the production of gold
at the very lowest possible cost. As I
have already pointed out in this House
at the opening of the session, we have to
competec with a very powerful rival in
South Africa, a rival that can offer at the
present time iufiuitely greater attractions
to capital than Western Australia unhap-
pily is enabled to offer, and if the gold-
mining industry in this country is to hold
its own against the strong competition to
which it is now about to be subjected
from South Africa, we must put the cost
of the production of gold on the very
lowest basis, so long as we do not compel
labour to work for a lower wage than is
in accordanice with Australian ideas as to
'what is a due reward for labour. There
can be no question that the bottom would
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almost be knocked out of agitation for the
Esperance railway if the Government in
this State were to make an attempt to
lessen the cost of railway freights to the
goldfields, and give them on the existing
railways of the State a concession equiva-
lent to the benefit they would get if the
Esperance railway were built. It is
impossible to under-rate the importance
and significance of the fact that the
Eastern Goidhields railway, that is the
line from Frenmantle to Menzies, is really
not only paying the interest on the cost of
construction and working expenses, but is
paying also practically the whole of the loss
on the non-productive lines of this State;
and while that condition. of things continues
it is inevitable you will have discontent on
the goldfields. Personally, if I were&a resi-
dent on those goldfields, and were expected
to submit to a condition of things like that,
I think I should feel inclined almost
to go farther than. discontent. I am some-
times astonished when I thin k how tamely
members representing th goldfields
in this Parliament have put up with so
intolerable an injustice. I cannot under-
stand it, but the only explanation seems
to me to be that their affection for
the Government of the day outweigh.
their affection. for the goldfields, their
affection for the gold-mining industry aud
for their own constituents. I think that
if instead of putting party first-and the
Government are q nite as m uch a party as
others, and more so, because they have
more to give--if, I say, instead of putting
party first they were to put the claims of
the goldfields and of their own constitu-
ents first, they would, I will not say drive
the Government out of office (I do not
think anyone particularly wishes that),
but compel the Government to do that
justice to the goldfields which is on-
doubtedly their due.

MR. HASTIE:- Show us how to do it.
Mx. NANSON: I have perhaps suffi-

ciently indicated to the House, if not to
the member for Kanowna (Mr. Hastie),
how they may do it. I would suggest to
him that his counsels would carry more
weight in the House if he were not on
every occasion prepared to make apologies
for the Governmient and to support them.
If the hon. member were sitting on the
aide of the House on which he should
sit, he would soon find a. way to comjel
the Government to pay attention tog d-

fields requirements; hut when the Gov-
eruient know, as they do, that the mem-
bers on the Labour bench are their humble
and obedient servants, ready to sanction
almost any enormity that the Govern-
ment may perpetrate, when they know
that they are prepared to save the Gov-
ernment at any and every cost, the gold-
fields need never expect any special con-
sideration. Looking at it from the point
of view of party politics, bow have the
goldfields succeeded in their present
attitude as compared with their attitude
towards the old GovernmentP I venture
to say that when Sir John Forrest was in
power, and when a majority of the gold-
fields members, or a large portion of
them, were sitting in Opposition, they got
a great deal more than they are getting
now from the present Government.

THE TREASURER: Surely YOU do not
advocate that polic'y !

MR. NANSON:. I advocate doing for
this country what would develop its re-
sources to the utmost possible degree,
and the indictment I have to bring against
members who fill the Treasury bench is
that they have not that courage, they
have not that faith in the possibilities of
this country which is requisite in those
who hold the reins of power in Western
Australia. If you compare the line of
policy that Sir John Forrest adopted in
this country with the line of policy
adopted by the present Government, and
by, its immecdiate predecessor (practically
the same Government), there is no one who
cannot recognise how in the case of Sir
John Forrest the policy was one actuated
by courage, and in this case we have a
policy actuated by timidity and distrust.
We had only to listen to the speech of
the Premier to-night to show how they
mined the country and its possibilities.
The hon. member spoke almost in terms
of horror at the idea of constructing two
lines of railway to the goldfields. Why,
the mines in Johanneshurg are connected
by no less than five lines of railway to
the South African coast.

THE PnuEER Competing lines in
different States.

Ma. NANSON:- I do not care if they
are competing lines or not, or if they are
in different States. But I challenge the
hon. member to show that these lines,
Which are competing lines, have done
anything to injure South Africa, or have
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done anything to impede the agricultural,
the manufacturing, or the mining indus-
tries of that portion of the King's
dominions.

THE PnRmiE: Each one of those lines
serves agricultural purposes for more than
half of its length.

MR. NAN SON: Now we have this
extraordinary statement by the Premier,
that each of these lines serves agricultural
purposes for more than half of itslength.
Since when has the hon. member been an
authority on South African affairs, and
on the geography of South Africa? If
anyone knows anything about the agri-
cultural conditions in South Africa, he
knows ful well the country through
which the greater portion of those lines
pass is unfortunately more of a pastoral
nature than of an agricultural nature.
It is one of the very parts of the Boer
system of settlement, and also in the
British colonies peopled mainly by those
of Dutch extraction, that away from the
towns no mani's house is so placed that
he can see his neigh bour's. smoke. If the
hont. member had said the country was
in pastoral occupation he would have
been right; but to speak of that portion
of the country served by these lines as
being in agricultural occupation-but one
can make ap~ologies. for the hon. member's
ignorance-is a gross misuse of terms.

THE PREMIER: I say so still.
Mn. NANSON: There is a certain

amount of qualification, I1 admit. There
is a certaiii portion around each home-
stead-what is called a cultivation pad-
dock-to supply the homestead and the
blaockfellows who are employed with
meshies, and there is a portion set apart
as an orchard, 'with a few apricot or
peach trees in it. That is about the
whole of the cultivation surrounding a.
South African homestead, and if the hon.
member doubts me, he can ask some of
those military men who have just
returned from South Africa, and they
will say that what I have stated is
correct. The hon. member has somewhat
diverted me from my track, because if I
get an interjection- especially if it is a.
foolish one-I like to smash it before I
have finished with it. My line of argu-
ment is this: you have in South Africa
no less than five distinct lines of railway
connecting with the Johannesburg mines.

Tanu PREmzIR: Which are they?

MR. NANSON: There is the line
from Capetown to East London.

THE PREMIER: The East London line
joins the Capetown, line.

MR. NANSON: It may join it, but it
gives connection with some part of the
coast.

THE PREMIER:- You might as well say
that we have one line from Bunbury, one
from Fremantle, one from Geraldton,
and. another from Albany, in this country.

MR. NANSON: I have endeavoured
to satisfy the curiosity of the hon.
member, and to answer the numerous
interjections which have been raised.
Now I will proceed with my argument.
There is & line from Capetown-and the
hon. member can correct me if I am
wrong-there are the line from East
London, the line from Port Elizabeth,
the line from Durban, and the line from
Delagoa. Bay; these make five lines.
The hon. memaber seeks to contend-I
suppose that is his contention-that the
line from Capetown and East London are
one and the same. line, because they
happen to junction at some point farther
inland. If that contention is to hold
good, then we must suppose the people
of Capetown had some such parochial
ideas as the hon. member for East Perth
has P And do members not think the
people of Capetown would have raised
objections wben it was proposed to give
an additional outlet in East London,
because the line from East London must
have bad the effect of diverting some of
the Johannesburg trade from the Cape-
town lineF

THE PREMIER : The line to East
London was built first.

ME. NANSON:- Then I may put it
the other way about, and say that the
line from Capetown diverted a certain
amount of the trade from the East London
line. At any rate, we find trade to
Johannesburg goes over both of these
lines, It goes over the Delagoa line, and
also over the Durban line, and the result
is not the lesser prosperity of South
Africa, but the greater prosperity of that
country. Let hon. members look into the
question of the South African railways
and see the dividends they are paying.
Let members not only, look to the Delagoa
Bay railway, which is owned bky a private
company and has special concessions
from its peculiar position, but let themn
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compare the dividends earned by the
Cape railway lines, and see if the policy
of providing the inland goldfields centres
with the cheapest means of communica-
tion has not been the best. Instead of
destroying trade it has increased trade,
and stimulated the gold-mining industry
and every other industry in the country.
The objection to the Esperanee railway,
if you take the main objeetion, really is -
and most hon. members will allow that
it is so-that a deadly blow will be
dealt at the vested interests of Perth and
Frenmantle, and the Southern agricultural
districts. This objection is as old as the
history of railway construction itself. On
every occasion when it has been proposed
to construct a competing line, this objec-
tion has been raised. When it was pro-
posed to make railway communication
between Liverpool and London, intelligent
people, business men with enormous con-
nections, men of great wealth and of com-
moercial sagacity, were found to get up
and make representations declaring that
if that line were built it would wean the
ruination of the tride of London. I
believe that some people in Liverpool
declared that if the line were built it would
mean. the ruination of the trade of Liver-
pool. AnDd there they were on both sides,
in London and Liverpool, each declaring
that the railway would injure each town.
It is the same in the history of railway
construction all the world over. In the
old country railways have been fought
for and bitterly opposed, to the cost
of the unfortunate people who use
those railways and to the cost of the
capitalisation of the lines before sanc-
tion was obtained to build them. The
enlightened view, the view that has been
proved by experience again and again,
not only in South Africa but in the
United States and practically in every
progressive country throughout the world,
is that although it is possible to give
sometimes undue railway facilities, yet
in a very short time even thetepry
evil that way result from it works ts
own cure. Supposing the Baperance
railway were to take a certain amount of
trade from Perth and Frenmantle; if the
line were to do an equivalent amount of
good to the Eastern Goldfields, then Perth
and Fremanitle would more than gain by
the new trade and through the increased
trade which would be brought about by

the construction of the Esperance rail way.
This clamour about killing the trade of
one port by creating another centre of
trade is merely a revival of an old super-
stition which has been scotched on many
occasions, but which, unfortunately, it
seems has not yet been killed. However,
as I said at the beginning of may remarks,
had the member for Dundas persevered
inhUis motion 1 should have felt it mv

duyto vote against him, as I do not
think the time has yet come to affirm
irrevocably the principle of constructing
the Esperance railway. It might be
thought that the time has come, in view
of the circumstance that the Government
have made a permanent survey of the
line; but this is a matter in which, I
hold, we should proceed slowly. As we
cannot at once construct all the public
works required in this State, we should
ascertain which is of the most importance,
and construct, that first; and, above and
beyond all, we should, before deciding on
such a question as this, subject it to the
very fullest inquiry. Because I believe
in inquiry of the fullest kind, I intend to
vote for the amendment of the member
for Kanowna (Mn. Hastie). If the gold-
fields have so bad a case as the Premier
would have us beliere, we have absolutely
nothing to fear from thbe adoption of the
amendment. If, on the other hand, the
goldfields have a good case, then we have
nothing to fear either. I am one of those
who believe that if the line will be of
essential service to the goldfields, it cannot
but he of equal service not only to the
capital and tbe chief port of Western
Australia, but to the State as a whole.

Mn. MORAN:- I beg to move the
adjournment of the debate. This matter
is of the first importance, and the mem-
ber for 'Dundas is exhausted as well as

Iexhausti ve.
MR. Tafons: No. The motion will

be put at the bottom of the list, and will
never be discussed again.

Motion (adjournment) put, and passed
on the voices.

MR. Taom.&s called for a division.
Tax PREMtER: A fair show will be

given the bon. member for having his
motion discussed.

MR. TaomAu with drew his call for a
division.

Motion formally agreed to, and the
debate adjourned.

[ASSEkBLY.J Ammdment, to inquire.
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PHARMACY ANDI POISONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on motion by the PREMIER, read a
first time.

FRIENDLY SOCIE IES ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on motion by the PREMIER, read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-45 o'clock,

until the next day.

Thursday, 21st August, 1902.

Paperis eed-Qacation iCircuitonr-Qnestion:
Iioier..iokors enguged iu Englad - Question:

Canning~ ~ ~ ~~" fala Patcua-tadn OdrnwJust. Bill thr redn-iyo erh

decent u 3 0 Publiainnil nC m ite rges

Adjournent.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4830 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER FoR *RAILWAYS:

Plan showing route of proposed Collie to
Collie-Boulder Raiiway.

By the PRitnRn: Amended regula-
tion under the Industrial Conciliation
and Arbitration Act of 1902.

Order: To lie on the table.

QUESTION-CIRCUIT COURTS.
MR. TAYLOR asked the Attorney

General: What action has been taken

by the Government with regard to the
establishing of Circuit Courts in the
principal centres, such as Geraldlton, Cue,
Albany, etc. ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
replied: This question is covered by
the answer given to the member for
Greenough yesterday, viz., That the
question of establishing Circuit Courts
in other districts besides Kalgoorlie was
being considered. At present the Attorney
General is watching how they work at
Kalgoorlie before establishing additional
Courts.

QUESTION--BOILER-M&KERlS EN-
GAGED IN ENGLAND.

MR. TAYLOR, for Mr. Reside, asked
the Minister for Railways: I, Who
authorised the Agent General to adver-
tise for boiler-makers in England. z,
Whether a similar advertisement was
inserted in any newspalper in Australia.
If not, why not. 3. How many boiler-
makers have been engaged by thie Agent
General in accordance with advertisement
in Lloyd's Weekly of 13th July, 1902.
4, How many boiler-makers have left the
Railway Department during the past three
months because they would not accept
less than the minimum wage of 11s. 6d.
per day. 5, Why were the Government
seeking to import men at a cost of £30
per head, while refusing to employ
skilled men, trained in their own work-
shops, wbo were willing to accept the
same rate of wages that was offered to
men in England (viz., 12s. to 33s. per
day). 6, Whether the Government would
give preference of employment to boiler-
makers resident in this State whose ser-
vices are available, rather than import
men from England, at public cost.

THE MINISTER FOE RAILWAYS
replied: I, The Government. z, No.
Advertisements had been previously
inserted in the principal inter-State
newspapers. The seeretary of the Boiler-
makers' Society was also asked to supply
boiler-makers. All those who presented
themselves, and were considered likely to,
be suitable, were taken on, but they were
not sufficient for the requirements of the
department. 3, No advice bad yet been
received. 4, Three youths just out of
their apprenticeship, who would not work
for 11s, per diem. 5, Because sufficient


